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Totus tuus sum Maria 
‘1am completely yours, Mary’ | 


Pope will consecrate world to Mary; 
asks all bishops, dioceses to join in 


Photo by Deacon James Steinberg 
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By Deacon James Steinberg 


ope John Paul II will 

Pp consecrate the world to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary Mar. 

25. His move coincides with the 

Solemnity of the Annunciation and with 
the current Holy Year of Redemption. 


The pontiff has asked all of the world’s 
bishops, each in his own diocese, to join 
him. in that act of consecration. Bishop 
Leo T. Maher of San Diego Mar. 9 sent a 
three-page letter to the priests of. the 
diocese asking them to join him in 
honoring the pontiff’s request. 


*“*IN THIS act of consecration, Pope 


- John Paul II is acknowledging all those 


who wish to renew to the Virgin Mary the 
testimony of their devotion and to entrust 
to her their sorrow over the many 
different ills that face us at the present 


and throughout the whole world.”’ 


“‘T therefore ask you to join with me 
and all our brothers and sisters in faith as 
we have recourse to the holy Mother of 
God and pray for the conversion of 
Russia,’ he continued. “‘As the pope said 
in inaugurating the Holy Year: ‘May she 
show. again to the whole Church, indeed 


Devotion to Our Lady: What’s happened? |. 


By Susan Nowak 


“man seen walking down 

A Linda Vista Road praying the 

rosary might be considered a 
‘‘weirdo,’’ but in other countries such a 
man would not seem unusual, Msgr. 
Jeremiah O’Sullivan said. He 1s not alone 
in his belief that Marian devotion has 
become less popular in America in the last 
25 years. 

A man or woman in Ireland or Mexico 
could say the rosary on a bus or during a 
walk to Mass and not be considered a 
“Holy Joe’’ or a ‘“‘religious maniac,” 
Msgr. O’Sullivan, pastor of Holy Family 
parish, said. 


“‘WHAT HAPPENED (to the 
Sodalities, Children of Mary, Novenas 


and evenings of devotion, which were - 


normal Catholic fare when I was growing 
up?” he asked. 


It is a question many Catholics are 
asking themselves. : : 
One priest who works with young 
adults (and asked not to be identified) is 
not sure devotion to Mary or any of the 


Be 


to all of humanity, the blessed fruit of her 
womb, Jesus, who is the Redeemer of 
each and every one.’ ”’ 


That John Paul intends to consecrate 
the world to Mary is not surprising. As a 
young man he consecrated his life to her, 
and as pope he entrusted his native 
Poland to her protection. 


DEVOTION TO the Blessed Virgin is 
one of the hallmarks of his pontificate. 
His motto is Jotus tuus sum Maria, Latin 
for ‘‘I am completely yours, Mary.”’ 

“‘T was afraid to accept this choice,’’ he 
told the 300,000 people gathered in St. 
Peter’s Square on Oct. 18, 1978, 
following the death of Pope John Paul I; 
the College of Cardinals had just elected 
him to succeed the apostle Peter and more 
than 260 other popes as bishop of Rome. 
“‘But I did so in a spirit of humility and 


obedience to our Lord, and complete | 
- trust in His ‘most holy ‘mother, the 


Madonna.”’ 


Devotion to Mary has continued to 
have a central place in his pontificate ever 
since that first day. He speaks of her 
during his Wednesday general audiences 
in the Vatican’s Paul VI Audience Hall, 
on Sundays when he leads the noon 
Angelus in St. Peter’s Square, and he 


Please turn to page 9 


saints is comparable to 25 years ago. The 
new generation’s apparent lack of interest 
in Marian devotions is ‘‘different,’’ not 
necessarily better or worse, he said. 

HE THINKS “bright and aware’’ 
young Catholic women who _ perceive 
“sexism”? in our culture and Church 


sometimes focus their resentment on 
Mary. 


The resentment would be better 
focused elsewhere, he said. It is the 
Church, not Mary, that: placed almost 
three times as many male saints on the 
Church calendar’ as women. ‘‘Are we 
going to say men are three times holier 
than women?”’ he asked. 


Another, possible reason for lack of 
devotion, he said, is during the 20th 
Century, Marian devotion focused on 
““negative’’ things, such as_ sin, 
punishment and damnation. 


NOW, THE priest added, the Church 
has gone ‘‘to completely the other 
extreme,*’ and young people don’t want 
to hear about sinfulness or Hell. “‘We 
haven’t got the balance,’’ he said. _ 


Please turn to page 9 


OUR LADY of the Immaculate Con- 
ception sits high atop the dome of the 
Immaculata, overlooking the USD 
campus, Mission Valley and Mission 
Bay. The 10-foot, 8-inch sculpture 
weighs 8,500 pounds, and was installed 
Dec. 8; 1958, the Feast of the Immac- 
ulate Conception. 
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Briefs 


PRAYER DEFEATED — The Senate 
March 20 rejected a proposed constitutional 
amendment to allow organized spoken prayers 
in the nation’s public school classrooms. The 
vote was 56-44 in favor of passage, 11 votes 
short of the required two-thirds necessary for 
passage. 


ROMERO ANNIVERSARY — The 
fourth anniversary of the murder of 
Archbishop Oscar: Romero of San Salvador, 
should be an occasion for the U.S. government 
to press Salvadoran authorities to pursue 
investigations into the archbishop’s death, said 
an official of the U.S. Catholic Conference. 
Archbishop Romero was killed March 24, 
1980 as he celebrated Mass. 


FIRM SUPPORT — Msgr. John Tracy 
Ellis, elder statesman. of U.S. Catholic 
historians, strongly affirmed the U.S. bishops’ 
war and peace pastoral and said any other 
course of action would be ‘‘a grave dereliction 
of duty.’’ In a lecture at a Baltimore seminary 
he said, ‘‘Don’t you say the bishops have no 
business in politics. They were not ordained to 
be left only in the sacristy and sanctuary.”’ 


FUNDS MOVED — The House 
Appropriations subcommittee which oversees 
State Department funding has approved the 
department’s request to transfer $351,000 for 
the U.S. embassy at the Vatican, according to 
congressional and State Department staff 
members. 


REJAILED — The Bulgarian _ airline 
official charged with complicity in the 1981 
attempted assassination of Pope John Paul II 
has been ordered to return to a Rome prison. 
Italy’s highest appeals tribunal, the Court of 
Cassation, made the ruling against Sergei 
Ivanov Antonov, the 36-year-old released 
from prison and put under house arrest 
because of ill health. 


BISHOP ‘OUTRAGED’ — Archbishop 
John J. O’Connor said he was ‘‘outraged’’ at 
implications in a New York Times editorial that 
his comparison of abortion to Hitler’s 
holocaust was anti-Semitic or was meant to 
compare women who had abortions with 
Nazis. The March 13 Times editorial urged ‘‘a 
change in tone’’ by the new archbishop. 


PRIEST WON’T RUN — Father Bob 
Ogle, a member of the Canadian Parliament 
since 1979, has decided not to seek re-election 
after he was told by the Vatican that he would 
not be exempted from a Church law 


prohibiting priests from exercising civil power 


through public office. 


FLYING BISHOP — Pope John Paul II” 
has named Jesuit Father. Michael J. Kaniecki, 
a flying pastor, as coadjutor bishop (which 
gives him right of succession) for the Diocese of 
Fairbanks, Alaska. Bishop-designate 
Kaniecki, 48, superior since 1982 of the 45. 
Jesuits working in Alaska, continues the line of 
Jesuit bishops heading the Fairbanks Diocese 
since its first ordinary was named in 1917. 


DEBATE URGED — Cardinal Joseph L. 
Bernardin of Chicago urged a wider debate on 
his controversial thesis on the ‘‘seamless 
garment’’ of life during a recent speech at 
Jesuit-run St. Louis University. A “‘vigorous 


debate’’ has emerged since December, when ~ 


he urged Catholics to link abortion, nuclear 
war, capital punishment and other ‘‘multiple 
threats to the sacredness of life.”’ 


Michael G. Kielty 
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Diplomate of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 


Scripps Medical Centre 
~.. , 9844 Genesee Avenue 
“La dolla, Calif. 92037 
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Official 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Thursday, March 22, 5:30 p.m., Vista, St. 
Francis Church, Mass, Confirmation, 
canonical visitation. 

Friday, March 23, 5:30 p.m., Oceanside, 
St. Mary, Star of the Sea Church, Mass, 
Confirmation, canonical visitation. 

Saturday, March 24, 8:30 a.m., San Diego, 
Fiesta Island, ‘‘Youth for Youth Walk.”’ 

Saturday, March 24, noon, University of 
San Diego, Serra Bicentennial Commission 
luncheon. 

Monday, March 26, 3:30 p.m., San Diego, 
Diocesan Office, Executive Board Meeting, 
Sisters’ Council. 

Tuesday, March 27, 10 a.m., San Diego, 
Diocesan. Office, meeting, Lieutenancy 
Council, Knights of the Holy Sepulchre. 

Tuesday, March 27, 5:30 p.m., Pala , 
Mission San Antonio, Mass, Confirmation, 
canonical visitation. : 

Wednesday, March 28, 9:30 a.m., San 
Diego, Kolbe Center, meeting of Priests’ 
Council. : 

Wednesday, March 28, 5:30 p.m., San 
Diego, Holy Spirit Church, Mass, 
Confirmation, canonical visitation. 

Thursday, March 29, 5:30 p.m., El Centro, 
St. Mary Church, Mass, Confirmation, 


canonical visitation. 

Friday, March 30, 5:30 p.m., Lakeside, 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Mass, 
Confirmation, canonical visitation. 


Father Peter M. Escalante - 


Secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 


Sunday, March 25, 12:30 p.m., San Ysidro, 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church hall, 
Mass for Cursidlo Movement. 

Sunday, March 25, 2 p.m., San Diego, St. 
Joseph Cathedral, Legion of Mary ACIES. 

Tuesday, March 27, 6 p.m., Spring Valley, 
Santa Sophia Church, Mass and 
Confirmation. 

Wednesday, March 28, 9:30 a.m. San 
Diego, Kolbe Center, Priests’ Council 
meeting. 


Saturday, March 31, 5:30 p.m., San Diego, . 


Ascension Church, Mass and Confirmation. - 


All pastors are requested to send empty 
wooden oil stocks to the diocesan office as 
soon as possible. They will be returned to 
the parishes after the Chrism Mass, April 
12. : 


Pope John Paul Il’s 
1984 Lenten Message 
on Cassette! 


A special Lenten homily prepared and read by the 


Holy Father for English-speaking countries. 
Perfect for congregational or individual use. 
10. min. $3.50 (20% discount for clergy and religious) 


ORDER FROM: Daughters of St. Paul 
St. Paul Catholic Book & Film Centre 


1570 - 5th Ave., San Diego, CA, 92101 
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Reaching out 


You might not find Father Harry 
Thiel’s record impressive. This 53-year- 
old Redemtorist missionary has 
dedicated his missionary activities to 
evangelizing the Hmongs. Who are the 
Hmongs? They are people who live in 
remote mountainous regions of Thailand 
(formerly Siam) and they number 
around 100,000. 


And in ten years Father Thiel has 
converted 100 Hmongs to Catholicism. 


Not a very impressive record, you 
say. But since Father Harry is the only 
priest who speaks their language, it is 
something of an achievement to have 
brought 100 to the faith in a decade. In 
any case, his work among the Hmongs 
does not stop there. Catholic or not, he 
is fully at their service for their human 
promotion and potential and their 
general welfare. 

“There were virtually no Hmong 
Catholics when |. first came here in 
1957," Father Thiel recalls. ‘’So | 
worked almost exclusively among them 
and eventually was able to establish a 
center — the Hmong Center — about 
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87 The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 


It all started with twelve 


Rev. Msgr. Anthony Chylewski, Mission Office 
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with Deacon Michael Newman 


300 miles north of the capital city of 
Bangkok.’’ 


When he speaks of Hmongs living in 
remote villages he is not kidding. It 
takes him about 12 hours to travel from 
one village to another, so he spends 
most of his time going from one village 
to another. ‘‘Now we have Catholics in 
30 Hmong villages in the diocese,’ he is 
pleased to say. 


Five years ago they built another 
Hmong Center near the Chingmai 
Cathedral (which is no Gothic edifice) 
and “it is an excellent place where | can 
now meet many more Hmong who come 
to the city,’’ he says. 

At present there are six Hmongs who 
are fulltime leaders and another 22 who 
are being trained,” reports the 
missionary. At least two among them 
show interest in becoming priests,’’ he 
adds happily. 

Is he disheartened by only 100 
conversions in ten years? By no means. 
“4 want.to remain with them to the end 
of my life,’’ he says. One hundred in ten 
years? Jesus started with 12. : 


Here is my gift for God’s work in the missions: $........ : 


Ree IBOLT COV\.0O DB 


Photo by Larry Plaster 


ANNI VERSARY — Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez celebrated the 24th anniversary 
of his ordination to the priesthood Mar. 18 during the noon Mass at St. Joseph 
Cathedral; a reception followed, hosted by La Confederacion Guadalupana. Bishop 
Chavez was ordained a priest Mar. 19, 1960, and consecrated bishop June 21, 1974. 


Polish Church and state clash, 
but are searching for dialogue 


WARSAW (NC) 


A continuing 


protest over the° public display of 
crucifixes has brought Poland’s 
Communist government and the 


country’s Roman Catholic Church into 
open disagreement. 


But both Cardinal Jozef Glemp, the 
Polish primate, and government leader 
Gen. Wojciech Jaruzelski have stressed 
that they remain committed to better 
relations between church and state. 


AFTER.A three-week visit to South 
America, Cardinal Glemp of Warsaw 
and Gniezno returned to the capital of 
Warsaw March 12 to deal with two 
separate disputes that had provoked 
public protests in his absence. 


The cardinal joined with the rest of the 
Church hierarchy in Poland and with 
hundreds of protesting students when he 
strongly criticized the government’s 
policy of removing crucifixes from public 
buildings. 

But he refused to back down on a 
decision to transfer a pro-Solidarity priest 
from a Warsaw suburb to a rural area, 
even though parishioners had staged a 
hunger strike on the priest’s behalf. 


WHEN CARDINAL Glemp and 
Jaruzelski addressed the issue of church- 


Happy to be Catholic: Judy Mozingo 


By Susan Nowak 


EL CAJON — An almost lifelong 
Catholic who didn’t practice the faith for 
two years as a young adult came back 
with a “‘stronger faith’’ and a conviction 
that she ‘‘had to give as much as I took,”’ 
she said. 

Judy Mozingo has been giving with a 
vengeance at Holy Trinity Church ever 
since her children enrolled in the parish 


~ school. Mrs. Mozingo is married to Allan — 
_ and they have three bo pov. Timpthy... i, 
: _ Matthew, 9, and Sean, 6. 


SHE COORDINATES SHARE 
distribution for 50-65 families each 
month, does daily yard duty at the school, 
works at Bingo once a month and chips in 
as needed for miscellaneous school 
projects. 


She was born in San Diego’s Mercy 
Hospital to Richard and Janet Zimmer, 
current parishioners at Mission San 
Diego de Alcala. Her father was in the 
Navy, so she lived in Hawaii, San 
Francisco and Philadelphia before her 
father retired here when she was 12. 

‘‘Like everybody my age in the late 
‘60s and early ‘70s I stopped going (to 
Church) for a while,’’ she said. When she 
was 19 through 21 she ‘‘doubted things’’ 


like the changes in the Church that | 


followed the Second Vatican Council. 


HER TEENAGE life was in enough of 
the turmoil naturally associated with 
those years, but on top of that she saw 
turmoil in the Church. When she came 
back, she felt “‘stronger’’ as a Catholic. 


Mrs. Mozingo is one of three editors of 
the parish’s News-letter, which comes out 
every four to six weeks. One year ago the 
letter was one page printed on both sides, 
now it is 16 pages, both sides. Circulation 
has increased’ from 900 to 1,200. It is 
handed out after Masses. 


Besides including parish news, it deals 
with issues like nuclear war, hunger and 
abortion, she said. 


MRS. MOZINGO prays and admires 
people with deep prayer lives, but she 
considers herself more of a worker than a 
prayer. ‘‘I pray, but I also feel I’m 


IMPERIAL BEACH — The 


foundation was laid recently for a new 
retreat center on Marian High School 
property here. ‘‘Quinta de Guadalupe,”’ 


the center, is primarily being built by 
Cursillistas, but will serve the entire 
Catholic community of the San Diego 
diocese. 


Judy Mozingo 
‘Learning to limit myself’ 


reaching more people with the newsletter 
and SHARE. [’m not one to sit still. If I 
know there is something I can do, I’ll do 
it,’’ she said. 

She enjoys reading people’s reactions 
to the newsletter and hearing SHARE 
recipients praise the food distribution 
program. ‘‘I know I’m not doing it all 
myself, but it does make me feel good and 
it’s pleasing to God too,’’ she said. 


Her husband, a former fundamentalist 
Christian, has joined the convert class at 
Holy Trinity parish. He didn’t have a 
religious affiliation when they married 13 
years ago at Holy Spirit Church. His 
desire to become Catholic now clearly has 
left his wife mystified. 


-HER HUSBAND helps her keep 
things in perspective and not become so 
busy her family suffers. ‘‘He’s very 
supportive’’ and he recognizes her active 
nature is ‘‘just me and he knows that’s 
always going to be me.”’ 


“T’m learning to limit myself,’’ she 
added. 


Mrs. Mozingo attends Mass every day 
but Saturday. She finds that if she misses 
Mass she doesn’t find another time 
during the day to give to the Lord. 
‘Some days it’s my only time with 
God...That’s my special time with God.”’ 

HER FAVORITE aspects of 
Catholicism are ‘‘the Tradition of the 
Church and the Eucharist...other faiths 
may have them, but it’s not the same.”’ 


CORONADO — The Hotel del 


Coronado’s Grand Ballroom stage will be 
decorated to resemble the lobby of New 
York’s Ritz Hotel as it might have looked 
in the 1920s or 30s for ‘‘Puttin’ On the 
Ritz,’’ the 37th annual Mardi Gras Ball 
sponsored by the Juniors of the Social 


Service Auxiliary. The April 7 event will 
begin with dinner, which is optional, and 
costs $22. Dancing to Bill Green and his 
orchestra will begin at 8:30 p.m. 
Reservations are: Gold Circle $100, 
Silver Circle $75 and Bronze Circle $50. 
For information: 444-0666 or 465-7996. 
Proceeds will benefit Camp Oliver. 


state relations in separate statements, 


both said they were committed to 
avoiding conflict and maintaining 
dialogue. 


In defending social justice, human 
rights and the rights of workers,. the 
cardinal said, the Polish Church ‘‘must 
remain independent of the political 
forces, or otherwise it would become one 
of the parties in conflict.’’ 


Because the Church’s role ‘‘is to unite 
those who are divided,’’ Cardinal Glemp 
said, it should steer a-politically neutral 
course and maintain dialogue with 
government leaders. 


“CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI once 
said very wisely that Gommunism in 
Poland is not a transitory phenomenon of 
brief duration. Thence derives the 
Church’s duty to dialogue with the 
government without compromising its 
own principles,’’ Cardinal Glemp said, 
referring to his predecessor, the late 
Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski. 


Jaruzelski attempted to strike a similar 
tone during a three-day national 
conference of Communist Party delegates 
in Warsaw, an audience that has not 
completely shared his policy of 
compromise with Church leaders. 


“Neither the Church nor the state need 
a conflict,’’ Jaruzelski told the conference 
March 16. ‘‘It would only suit Poland’s 
enemies, and would bring our country 
irreparable losses.’’ 


WHILE HE noted ‘‘an obvious 
contradiction’ between the materialist 
philosophy and the system of religious 
beliefs,’’ Jaruzelski said talks between 
church and state would continue. 


tactical 
unchanging 

“We want good 
Roman Catholic 


“This is not a provisional, 
formula, but our 
conviction,’’ he said. 
relations with the 


Church.’’ 


Where Jaruzelski and Cardinal Glemp 
squared off was on the emotionally- 
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La Jolla Deanery holds St. Pat’s dance 


Hi gym. 


LINDA VISTA — What may have 
appeared to be a’simple youth dance on 
St. Patrick’s Day was also an effort to give 
high school students ‘‘a bigger vision of 
the Church,’’ Laurie Bowen said. 


About 400 youths from University 
High School and La Jolla Deanery parish 
youth groups danced March 17 at the Uni 
Hi gym to the ‘‘new music’’ band NEI. 

MISS BOWEN, youth group leader at 
St. Charles Borromeo parish, ‘and Tom 
Spencer, Uni Hi campus ministry 
director, organized the cooperative dance 
in part to reduce a ‘‘tension’’ that 
sometimes exists between Catholic high 
schools and parish youth groups. 


Photo by Larry Plaster 
DANCE NE1? — Youth group members from the La Jolla Deanery parishes and 
Students from University High School danced to the music of NE1 Feb. 17 in the Uni 


‘‘There’s a natural tendency for high 
school students to identify with the high 
school as their primary community,” 
Spencer said. Usually that causes few 
problems, but if a parish youth group and 
a high school plan similar social and 
spiritual events, the student usually opts 
for the school activity, he added. 


Spencer and Miss Bowen agree that 
youths need to be involved in their 
parishes and schools. So when Bowen and 
the La Jolla deanery youth leaders 
planned a St. Patrick’s Day Dance, they 
agreed to hold the dance at Uni Hi and to 
reserve 100 tickets for sale at the high 
school. 


March 22, 1984, Southern Cross — 3 


x 


Bears, 


Guest 
Viewpoint 


By Father 
Francis Brown 


Sharing a candy bar 


The simple gesture of sharing a candy bar probably never had 
greater significance than when a Nestle executive and a leader of 
the seven-year boycott against his corporation sealed their 
agreement by eating a Nestle’s chocolate bar. 


One observer said that the pact reached in late January could 
be the introduction of a new model for approaching difficult 
social issues. 


The issue, for readers who might have missed it, involves 
infant formula marketed improperly in Third World countries. 
Infants in underdeveloped nations were threatened by formula, 
the boycotters charged, because mothers could not use it properly 
as a result of inadequate safe water supplies, lack of education 
and other problems. While not alone in its field in this practice, 
Nestle’s was selected because it is the largest producer of infant 
formula in the world. 


The boycott gained extremely wide support from church and 
labor groups. It ultimately forced the corporation to form an 
audit commission, funded by Nestle’s but operating separately 
under the direction of former U.S. Senator Edmund Muskie, to 
investigate charges, especially of violations of the code of the 
World Health Organization. The commission found the charges 
to be true. 


By 1983 Nestle’s, then, was ready to talk business with the 
boycott organization. Someone said later that the way in which 
Nestle’s and the boycotters gradually resolved their differences 
would make a fine thesis for a master’s degree in business 
administration. Despite differences, the two adversaries 
managed to reach a mutually satisfactory agreement. 


But success in the boycott required a tremendous amount of 
cooperation by many unsung heroes. Nestle’s international 
corporation produces a wide variety of items that were not easy to 
pass up on the store shelves. Had it not been for a sufficient 
number of shoppers to consistently refuse to buy Nestle’s the 
boycott would have been a failure. : i 

There are conscientious people, however, who disbelieve in the 
morality of a boycott of any kind. Perhaps Catholic moral 
teaching has not been direct enough in laying down ethical 
guidelines for boycotts. The concept of a boycott is relatively new 
— the name comes from a British agent named Boycott who in 
1880 roused the anger of Irish tenants with his persistent threats 
of eviction. 


The Irish of Mayo county, uniting in a unique way, would not 
work for him, no shopkeeper would deal with him, no neighbor 
would speak to him. When the Mayo practice was used against 
landlords, agents and property grabbers throughout Ireland, the 
British were forced to terms: more reasonable rents, increased 
opportunities for tenants to purchase their holdings. 


Properly planned, executed and led, a boycott can be an 
extremely effective weapon for the common good. For this reason 
the American bishops have in the past decade or so become 
involved in several boycotts. Gallo Wine, Farah Pants and J.P. 
Stevens Textile come to mind — and in each case the boycott 
worked. 


While the Nestle boycott coalition has declared that it will 
continue to monitor Nestle’s performance, it seems that a great 
amount of credit must go to Nestle’s leadership. Obviously 
forced to its knees by the boycott, the corporation nevertheless 
did bring the battle to a peaceful conclusion. A boycott 
spokesperson said that Nestle’s has become ‘‘a model for the 
whole industry, a model which creates a new standard for 
corporate behavior.”’ ; 


(Father Francis Brown is editor of The Steubenville Register. 
This editorial is printed with his permission.) 
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Washington Letter 


By Liz Armstrong 


Polls show that the majority of 
Americans favor the opportunity for 
‘prayer in public school. They have had a 
lot of support in Congress and among 
other elected officials, including the 
resident of 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., in 
Washington. 


And regardless of the outcome of the 
debate in Congress on school prayer, the 
issue won’t go away easily, either during 
an election year or in the years to follow. 


Many school prayer advocates favor 
spoken — not silent — classroom prayer. 
That, however, raises a question: Whose 
prayer would be used? 


During the Senate’s debate over school 
prayer, opponents said they were. 
concerned about the rights of religious 
minorities if the majority picks a prayer. 


Backers of school prayer suggested in 
response that having a variety of prayers 
will promote tolerance and _ religious 
understanding. : 


The school prayer debate on Capitol 
Hill showed a concept of prayer reflecting 
the basic Judaeo-Christian heritage of the 
United States. 


Senate Majority Leader Howard H. 
Baker Jr., R-Tenn., leader of pro- 
amendment senators, noted, for instance, 
that the Supreme Court is called into 
session by the words ‘‘God save the 
United States and this honorable court,”’ 
U.S. presidents have invoked God’s 
blessings on the nation, and U.S. 
currency affirms ‘‘In God We Trust.”’ 


_But some groups and individuals have 
been troubled by the possibility that forms 
of recognizing God unacceptable to them 
would be invoked. 


A Lutheran church historian, the Rev. 
Martin Marty, writing in the March 14 
issue of Christian Century magazine, 
wondered what would happen to support 
for school prayer if, for instance, 
Lutheran children‘end up praying 
Unitarian, Methodist or Buddhist prayers 
or if Mormon children in a_ heavily 
Catholic neighborhood of New York City 
pray Catholic prayers. 


Calls for repeal of the constitutional 
amendment authorizing school prayer 
might soon follow, Mr. Marty wrote. 


Members of Congress raised similar 
concerns: Christian children might find 
classroom prayers being led by such 
groups as followers of the Rajneesh 
religious sect, who took over the tiny town 
of Antelope, Ore., after moving from 
India in 1981. 


“What if they decide to become 
teachers in the schools of that area and the 
prayer they are going to offer is the prayer 
of their religion?’’ Sen. Bob Packwood, 
R-Ore., said of the Rajneeshees. He 
predicted school prayer supporters would 
strongly object because the latter ‘‘did not 
intend for a non-Christian prayer to be 
the prayer to be offered in public 
schools.”’ 


By contrast, Sen. Orrin Hatch, 
R-Utah, a school prayer backer and a 
Mormon, thinks that prayers in the 
classroom can provide an educational as 
well as a deeply spiritual opportunity. 


Hatch said that as a youth in a 
Pittsburgh school he recited the Lord’s 
Prayer daily ‘‘alongside Jewish children, 
Jehovah’s Witness children’’ and even 
atheists, but ‘‘it did not hurt any of us and 
it did not hurt any of them.”’ 


Hatch and other school prayer backers 
also maintained that participation in 
prayers would be purely voluntary. 


Meanwhile, the Senate’s chaplain, the 
Rev. Richard C. Halverson, a 
Presbyterian, offered a prayer for coping 
with the school prayer conflict: 


“God of truth and justice,’’ he prayed, 
opening another day of Senate debate on 
the subject, “‘our hearts are heavy that 
prayer should be a controversial and 
divisive issue.” 


Liturgy 


By Father Raymond 
G. O’Donnell 


Join with the pope 


This Saturday (March 24) is the liturgical celebration of the 
Solemnity of the Annunciation (the actual date of the feast falls 
this year on the Third Sunday of Lent). Pope John Paul II will 
once again entrust and consecrate the world to the Immaculate 
Heart of the Mother of God. This is the same feast with which 
the Holy Father inaugurated the Holy Year of the Redemption 
in 1983 (the Holy Year ends this year on Easter). 


By choosing the Feast of the Annunciation, the pope is saying 
something very significant about the place of Mary in its proper 
context of Salvation History. He is saying that we honor Mary 
not because she is somehow more merciful or lenient or 
understanding than her Son; we honor Mary because of her 
complete openness to the will of God. 


the Saints % 


... THE ANGEL GABRIEL WAS SENT FROM GOD TO’'A 
MARY and the TOWN OF GALILEE CALLED NAZARETH, TO A VIRGIN 
BETROTHED TO A MAN NAMED JOSEPH, OF THE HOUSE 
OF DAVID, AND THE VIRGIN'S NAME WAS MARY. 
AND WHEN THE ANGEL HAD COME TO HER, HE SAID. 
“HAIL, FULL OF GRACE, THE LORD IS WITH YOU. 
BLESSED ARE YOU AMONG WOMEN.” WHEN SHE 
HAD HEARD HIM SHE WAS TROUBLED AND KEPT 
PONDERING WHAT MANNER OF GREETING THIS MIGHT BE. 
AND THE ANGEL SAID TO HER, “DO NOT FEAR, MARY. 
.\. YOU-HAVE FOUND GRACE WITH GOD. YOU SHALL 
~ CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SON; AND GIVE HIM THE NAME 
SoS JESUS. HE SHALL BE GREAT, AND SHALL BE CALLED 
“Xs THE SON OF THE MOST HIGH. THE LORD GOD WILL 
\ QQ GIVE HIM THE THRONE OF DAVID HIS FATHER, HE 
\\ WILL BE KING OVER THE HOUSE OF JACOB FOREVER 
\ AND HIS KINGDOM WILL BE WITHOUT END.” 
\ \,. MARY SAID TO THE ANGEL, “HOW SHALL THIS 
\\ \ HAPPEN, SINCE I DO NOT KNOW MAN 2” AND 


' \\ THE ANGEL ANSWERED: “THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL 
COME UPON YOU AND THE POWER OF THE MOST , 
\ HIGH WILL OVERSHADOW YOU. HENCE THE HOLY 


ONE TO BE BORN WILLBECALLED THESONOF |- 
GOD. KNOW THAT ELIZABETH YOUR KINSWOMAN — 
HAS CONCEIVED A SON IN HER OLD AGE, SHE 


MONTH; FOR NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD. | 
MARY SAID, “I AM THE SERVANT OF THE 
LORD. LET.IT BE DONE TO ME AS YOU SAY.” 
AND THE ANGEL LEFT HER. 
St. Luke 1:2639 


Because of this openness, Mary was able to say, ‘‘Yes.’” ‘‘I am 
the servant of the Lord. Let it be done to me as you say.”’ 
Because of this openness, ‘‘“The Word became flesh...’’, and the 


Son of God was born to give life to a world that was steeped in sin 
and death. Because of her openness, Mary was able to embrace 
St. John as her son as she stood at the foot of the cross of her Son 
at Calvary. And because of her openness to the will of God, 
Mary was able to embrace us as her sons and daughters as she 
embraced St. John. 


Thus, the Blessed Virgin Mary, from the earliest days of the 
Church, has been held up for us as a model, a challenge and a 
sign of hope. She is our model because she listened to the will of 
God and she did the will of God; and we are invited to do the 
same each and every day of our lives. Mary is:a challenge 
because of her faith in God’s love and care for her even in what 
seemed to be humanly impossible situations. This is the same 
type of faith to which we are so often called. And Mary is a sign 
of hope because she has arrived where we are going. Mary’s faith 
and her openness to the will of God were rewarded with the joy of 
the eternal life of heaven. We believe that our own faith and 
openness will méet with a similar reward. 


Many feel that in the years following the Second Vatican 
Council Mary has somehow been relegated to a ‘‘back seat”’ in 
the Church. Actually, authentic Marian devotion is “alive and 
well”’ and flourishing throughout the Church. In fact, the Second 
Vatican Council spoke of Mary as ‘“‘inseparably joined to the 
saving work of Christ.’’ 


We neéd authentic devotion to Mary today as we have needed 
it in every age of the Church. It is so easy for us to become totally 
absorbed by the cares of each day, by the worries of making a 
living, by the pain of suffering in our personal lives and in our 
relationship to others. We need models of hope, models of those 
who have suffered too, but who remained faithful to the wishes of 
the Lord. Mary should be an encouragement. Just as God did 
marvels for her, so he will do marvels for us. 


Bishop Maher has asked that all parish communities in our 
diocese join with the pope on March 24 in entrusting the world to 
Mary. Let us pray with him that our consecration bears fruit. 


WHO WAS CALLED STERILE 1S NOW IN HER SIXTH | 


Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid ReTyen 


ae ee Le EN OO RS A I IO AT NEEL 


Learn of me, meek and humble 


The more I am involved in joint endeavors with fellow 
parishioners in the everyday, ordinary working out of our 
Christian vocation, the more I am impressed with the 
very often heroic quality of their faith. Again and again it 
seems clear that the Church would not have survived as it 
has without the struggling, self-vanquishing effort of its 
people to live out the message of Jesus and to discern it in 
the little things of their lives, and particularly in 
relationships. 


I have said that before and come under fire from one or 
two clergy and Religious with admonitions to ‘‘remember 
the Holy Spirit.’ Well, one can hardly speak of the faith 
or the Church without remembering the Holy Spirit and 
it is precisely the working of the Holy Spirit in the lives of 
the “‘little’” people of God that is so moving and awe- 
inspiring. Where else would their indomitable courage 
come from? Where else the remarkable resilience that 
enables them to rise up after repeated adversity and, 
through doubt and confusion, come to acceptance and 
peace of mind and simple trust in God’s love and care? 


ONE OF THE most important and revitalizing 
changes in recent years in parishes has, I believe, been the 
emergence of a kind of person-to-person ministry. The 
diocesan RENEW process has picked up on and 
expanded what was already present — a nucleus of 
sharing, inter-ministering groups of ordinary people 
meeting and talking about the place of God in their daily 


-Talks with Parents 


By Dolores Curran 


lives, what our relationship with Him means and how it 
affects the way we cope with the vicissitudes of modern 
human existence. 


We are talking a great deal more about the nature of 
prayer, and learning — as one woman said of her 
RENEW experience — that prayer is a conversation with 
God very much as one would converse with a lover, not a 
money-lender. We are stretching out of the paralysis that 
kept us mute and fearful of our own ignorance and 
sinfulness and learning to trust our own experiénce of 


. God. And in the process, we are learning that our qualms 


‘are neither unique nor serious. 


A minister recently, when commenting on a passage of 
Scripture that was rather obscure, told his congregation 
that it was ‘‘difficult to understand but for you who have 
no theology, it would be almost impossible.’’? But he 
underestimated his people. In following discussions it was 
clear that many of his flock understood very well what was 
being communicated — not because they were versed in 
theological concepts, but because of their experience of 
God and their reflection on that experience. 


A RECENT book by Carlo Carretto, one of the 
Little Brothers of Jesus, touches on the latent power of a 
people’s faith. ‘‘We shall never be able to say enough 
about the importance of a popular piety rooted in the flesh 
and blood of the poor, and slowly ripened over 


generations, even though — as is only natural — slightly 
muddled or tinged with a pinch of superstition, yet ever 
dominated by and enveloped in an immense, unique and 
solemn mystery: God. 


‘What strength! What poetry! What a well-spring of 
courage and true heroism!’’ But to discern such piety we 
need to perhaps redefine our idea of holiness. It does not 
necessarily evidence itself where we think it should, or in 
the way we feel it ought. Sometimes it spills over from the 
most unlikely-looking vessels! 


What is particularly hopeful is the increasing frequency 
with which people are expressing the opinion that 
“‘ordinary’’ members of the Church must take up the 
responsibility to evangelize through presence and way of 
life; that the mission of the Church to convert and 
transform our world rests heavily on their shoulders and is 


_ overwhelmingly dependent upon their decision to love 


and forgive and to unite themselves ever more closely 
with God through prayer. 


IT IS VERY exciting to be part of this spiritual 
impetus, very heart-warming and soul-calming. One can 
almost feel the breath of the Spirit, blowing where it will 
and lifting the spirits and perceptions of the ‘‘little ones’’ 
who are its special charge, for — as scripture says — if 
you truly hunger for holiness it will overtake you, pressed 
down and brimming over — whoever you are! 


Lent Ill: Covetousness and envy 


If American families are accused of many sins by our 
European cousins, the chief one is our attempt to find 
happiness in things. ‘‘You Americans want two of 
everything,’’ an English friend observed.. ‘“Two children, 
two cars, two careers, and even two houses.’’ His 
exaggeration bears a hint of truth. 


While researching Traits of a Healthy Family, 1 was 
granted to discover that One of the top traits chosen was 

‘a shared religious core.’’ But this didn’t necessarily 
mean a shared denomination. I found as many healthy 
interfaith families as same faith families. The difference 
lies in a value system emanating from other than a 
hedonistic or consumer purpose to life. 


IT’S EASY for families to get caught up in our 
consumerism trap. Today’s covetousness and envy, the two 
capital sins I’m dealing with here, are manifested in our 
acquisition of goods to make us happy. We watch 
commercials which tell us we'll be happy if we have a 
home computer, a certain beer, or a new home. And we 
come to believe them. 

I interviewed a mother who confided that they weren’t 
getting along very well in their family so they decided to 
buy a camper van. Masking my horror at the idea of 
packaging family discontent in this way, I asked her why 
and discovered the power of the camper ads. The children 


The Sacred Liturgy 


By Father Charles E. Miller, C.M. 


are always clean and smiling, the parents happy, the 
weather good, and the streams full of fish. 


Covetousness has a number of meanings: 
acquisitiveness, an inordinate desire for what belongs to 
another, avariciousness, greed and hoarding. None of 
these fit a Christian value system which calls for 
simplicity, sharing, serving others, and treasuring 


relationships over things. In all of these, accumulation of 


material goods gets in the way. 


SOME FAMILIES, however, get on the consumer 
treadmill which takes ona life of its own. Because they 
lack a deep belief system, they search for something which 
will make them happy. Together they identify an object 
such as a new home, another bathroom or a third 
television set which will remove discord in family life. 
They feel a sense of purpose in defining, acquiring, and 
enjoying the newness of the object. 


But the newness wears off and they must soon identify 
another object to make them happy. Eventually, they 
become consumer-oriented which often calls for more 
overtime work or another spouse going to work. Their life 
becomes filled with goods and empty of meaning. 


They don’t have time for one another. Their deepest 
longing for relationship is thwarted. They become jaded 


with things and talk about family life as a trap. 


FOR FAMILIES who unintentionally get into this 
trap, the way out is the same as the way in. It’s possible to 
begin divesting a family of its excessive goods, its 
obsession with work and its inordinate emphasis on 
accumulation. But it usually takes one family member to 
recognize the obsession and suggest a halt to it. Often a 
parent who does this discovers other family members are 


happy. to cooperate. 


One teenager commented, ‘‘It would be nice to have a 
little less money and a little more of you, Dad,’’ when her 
parents introduced the idea of paring down. This family 
didn’t. throw out all their goods; they just began 
accumulating less. Payments diminished, financial 
pressures decreased, and time together increased. A year 
later, there was a remarkable difference in the family 
dynamic. 


Saying no to peer and advertising pressure isn’t that 
difficult. The question families might ask themselves 
whenever tempted to buy unnecessary items is, ‘‘Do we 
really need this to make our family life happier?’’ If the 
answer is no, the decision is obvious, regardless of how 
Madison Avenue regards family life. 


Lent has three focuses 


‘All Gaul is divided in three, parts,’’ wrote Julius 
Caesar during the first century before the birth of Christ, 
as everyone who ever studied Latin knows. Within a few 
generations after the death and resurrection of Christ the 


’ Church had evolved a Lenten season which had three 


parts, or perhaps better, three focuses. 


The first and absolutely primary focus of Lent is on the 
Christian paschal mystery, the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. The very earliest Christians gathered in their 
homes every Sunday to celebrate this central event of our 
faith. Every Sunday was (and still is for us) a little Easter. 
Soon the infant Church began to recognize that despite a 
weekly observance, it was necessary to give particular 
emphasis to an annual celebration of Easter in connection 
with the Jewish passover. 


WHEN CHURCH had been separated from 
synagogue, there was no longer any fear that there would 
remain a confusion between Judaism and Christianity. 
The faithful, including those of Jewish ancestry, saw 
clearly that Jesus had fulfilled the history and purpose of 
the chosen people. It was possible and acceptable to 
observe a special celebration which would be dated in 
conjunction with the Jewish celebration of passover. Thus 


was born the liturgical observance of Easter. For such a 


monumental feast a proper preparation was necessary, 
and this preparation shortly developed into what we know 
as the forty days of Lent. 


The second focus of Lent is on the catechumens, those 
who are in the final stages of preparation for being 
initiated as full members into the Church. Easter was 
thought to be the most appropriate time for the 
incorporation of new members since the death of Jesus 
was seen to be the birth of the Church. When the physical 
life of Jesus ended, His mystical life as the Church began. 
The baptized shared in this deep mystery according to the 
words of St. Paul: ‘“Through baptism into his death we 
were buried with him, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live 
a new life’’ (Romans 6:4). Quite appropriately we renew 
our baptism during the Easter Mass. 


The third focus of Lent is on the penitents, those who 
were to be reconciled with God and His Church just 
before Easter. During one period of Church history 
people confessed their sins to the bishop or a priest on Ash 


Wednesday. Their names were written in a book and | 


their enrollment in the order of pentitents was symbolized 


by their wearing sack cloth during days of worship and the 
sprinkling of the head with ashes. These people practiced 
their penance during the entire season of Lent, and after 
they had manifested sincere repentance they received 
absolution on the morning of Holy Thursday and were 
reunited with the full community during the Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper that evening. 


EVEN THOUGH not receiving an “‘official’\ penance 
at the beginning of Lent as did the public penitents at one 
time in the Church, conscientious Catholics adopt 
penitential practices which they judge necessary or 
appropriate for themselves. Sacramental reconciliation is 
suited to the period just before Easter, as is preparation 
for that reconciliation during Lent, since penitents either 
are joined again to the Christian community or barriers of 
sin which interfere with perfect communion are removed. 


Although all Gaul was divided into three parts, it was 
shaped by Julius Caesar into one province of the Roman 
Empire. The three phases or focuses of Lent form but a 
single liturgical season. The death and resurrection of 
Jesus is the font from which life flows into the new 
members of the Church as well as the source of grace for 
the reconciliation of penitents. 


March 22, 1984, Southern Cross — 5 


preparing for baptism or reception into the Catholic 
Church during the Easter Vigil attended a special Mar. 
18 “Diocesan Day for the Elect” liturgy with their 


PRESENTATION OF THE ELECT — Catechumens pastors at Our Lady of Grace Church, El Cajon. They 
were presented to Bishop Leo T. Maher and received 
scrolls bearing the Creed. The service was prepared by 
Sisters Irene Cullen, RSCJ, and Joan Kobe, DW, and 


Photos by Larry Plaster 
Mrs. Lorrie Rhoades, of the Office of Evangelization and 
Adult Education, and was hosted by Msgr. Thomas 
Maloney, pastor, and Sister Agnes Murphy, RSCJ, of Our 
Lady of Grace parish. 


ERA immoral without anti-abortion? 


LOS ANGELES (NC) — Russell Shaw, the U.S. 
bishops’ secretary for public affairs, said in a newspaper 
column last week that Catholics could not support the 
Equal Rights Amendment today without an anti-abortion 
clause attached. 


‘“A Catholic cannot support a law which would 
mandate or encourage what is immoral,’’ Shaw wrote in a 
new weekly question-and-answer column in the National 
Catholic Register, a Los Angeles-based Catholic weekly. 


HE WROTE that ‘‘evidence is persuasive’’ that the 
ERA’ today, without such an anti-abortion clause, 
‘‘would be interpreted by the courts as guaranteeing a 
‘right’ to abortion and public funding’ of abortion. 


Shaw is public affairs secretary for the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and U.S. Catholic 
Conference. He writes his column in a personal capacity, 
however, and not as an official reflection of NCCB- 
USCC policy. 

Almost two dozen bishops individually endorsed the 
ERA before. it failed in 1982 to gain ratification by the 
necessary 38 states. The U.S. bishops as a body have 
taken no position on the proposal. 

BUT IN 1983, as Congress considered sending the 
ERA back to the states for another attempt at ratification, 
the USCC, public policy arm of the bishops, endorsed a 
proposed ‘‘abortion neutralizing’’ addition to the ERA 
sponsored by Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner Jr., R-Wis. 


Shaw’s column focused on the new legislative history of 


. the ERA developing because of Sensenbrenner’s 


proposed amendment, which says that ‘‘nothing in (the 
ERA) shall be construed to grant or secure any right 
relating to abortion or the funding thereof.”’ 


Sensenbrenner’s amendment has been rejected by a 
House Judiciary subcommittee and by the full House 
committee, but has not come to a vote on either the 
House or Senate floor. 


“LEGISLATIVE HISTORY,’’ wrote Shaw, ‘“‘is 
important to courts in interpreting the meaning of a law 
or a constitutional amendment. As_ congressional 
consideration of ERA proceeds, however, a substantial 
legislative history is building in support of the proposition 
that it would lock abortion and abortion funding into the 
Constitution.”’ 

He added, ‘‘If the Sensenbrenner amendment fails to 
pass, it’s hard to see how a Catholic who opposed 
abortion and public funding of abortion could support the 
unamended ERA.”’ 

When asked by NC News if his column reflected a 
judgment against the 23 bishops who had endorsed the 
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ERA, Shaw said that the position adopted by bishops or 
others ‘‘several months or even several years ago would 
not necessarily be ‘ad rem’ (to the point) now.” 


THE REASON, he said, is that the introduction of the 
Sensenbrenner amendment has changed the legislative 
history of the ERA since its first time around. 


The approval or rejection of such anti-abortion 
language by Congress would place the legislative intent of 
the ERA directly on one side or the other of the abortion 
question, he said, while this was not true of the legislative 
history of ERA when it was first sent to the states in 1972. 


In his column Shaw wrote that ‘‘some Catholic feminist 
groups have taken the position that the ERA and abortion 
are ‘separate and distinct issues.’ ”’ 


HE SAID that pro-abortion groups take a different 
position, however. He cited ‘‘the National Organization 
for Women, which says it will oppose ERA if it is 
amended to exclude abortion and abortion funding.”’ 


The question which prompted Shaw’s column noted 
that Catholics have both supported and opposed the 
ERA, “‘and both sides cite Catholic principles in favor of 
their positions. 


“Can a Catholic support the ERA?’’ the question 
concluded. 


WHEN THE ERA came to a House vote Nov. 15 
under rules permitting only limited debate and no 
amendments from the floor, it failed because the 278-147 
vote in favor was six short of the two-thirds necessary for 
passage. : 


UNIVERSITY CITY — The fifth annual celebration 
of ‘‘Singles Sunday”’ will be held Saturday; April 28, at 
Our Mother of Confidence Church. Representatives of all 
diocesan-approved singles clubs will be on hand to 
distribute information. Dinner will follow the Mass. 
Tickets are $4 in March, $5 in April and $7 at the door. 
For reservations and information, call 560-6056. All 
Catholic singles are welcome. 
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Pro-life movement 
losing momentum? 


PHILADELPHIA (NC) — The pro-life movement has 
lost some of the momentum it had when Ronald Reagan 
was elected president in 1980 and must ‘‘regain its 
focus,’’ Dr. Mildred Jefferson, president of the Right to 
Life Crusade, told supporters in Philadelphia. 


“The mighty army of the cause is on the move but our 
troops have been disrupted. Our effort has lost its focus,’’ 
Ms. Jefferson told more than 950 people. 


“IN 1980, with the coalition of the pro-life and the 
pro-family groups that led to the election of Ronald 
Reagan, we had the momentum to pass the entire 
legislative agenda, including a human life amendment to 
the Constitution,’’ she said. 


“Yet we lost that momentum,’’ Ms. Jefferson added. 
“‘We allowed our adversaries to indeed snatch victory out 
of ‘the jaws of defeat because they never stopped 
working.’’ 

The former president of the National Right to Life 
Committee said opponents to a life amendment continued 
to run full-page ads and to use other means to sway ‘“‘even 
the most dedicated members of Congress’’ until'a human 
life amendment was ‘‘impossible.”’ 


R.E. Riling Plumbing 

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR . i 
Plumbing, Heating, Repairing > 
Clem G. Berrill ; 
3371 Adams Ave. a : 
San Diego 282-8172 Fe a oe 


”) 
Le Pre} 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Settlement & Trial of Matters Involving: 


PERSONAL INJURY 
INSURANCE BAD FAITH 
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
MALPRACTICE LAW 


NEGLIGENCE LAW 
LAW OFFICES OF: 


H. WILLIAM “BILL” COLLINS 
233-1554 


2546 Fourth Avenue 


San Diego, CA 92103 
AMER. TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOC. « CALIF. TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOC. 
SAN DIEGO TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOC. * SAN DIEGO BAR ASSOC. 
Member of: St. Patrick’s Parish 
FEE POLICY: There is no charge to initially discuss your case in person or 
by phone. Fees are based on a percentage of the settlement or award, (no 
recovery, no fee) 


i \ \ 
(619) 571-1433 


Think of it as WELLNESS INSURANCE for the FRAIL ELDERLY 


HOUSECLEANING ¢ MEAL PREPARATION ¢ SHOPPING * COMPANIONSHIP ¢ SECURITY 
PERSONAL CARE ¢ FROM ONE TO 24 HOURS PER DAY, TO SUIT. YOUR SCHEDULE 


CALL TOTAL CARE HEALTH TEMPORARIES, INC. FOR MORE INFORMATION 
8322 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., Suite 110, San Diego, CA 92111 


_| Faith Toda 
All in the family: 
a puzzler for parents 


By Monica Clark 


NC News Service 


Ken's favorite football team 
was playing that Monday night 
and he knew where he wanted 
to be: at home, watching the 
game on television. 

He didn’t want to attend the 
parish renewal meeting that 
night. As far as Ken was concern- 
ed, during the group’s first two 
sessions nothing of much 
substance had been discussed. 

“Another evening is about to 
be wasted,’ he mumbled as he 
and his wife approached the 
home of Ann and John Meyers, 


where the group would meet. 


'The Méyers were older than. 
Ken and Marie, with teen-age 
children. The group also included 
a recently married couple, a 


‘widowed school teacher, a 


divorcee and two businessmen. 

The group chatted a bit, finally 
deciding to begin the more for- 
mal part of the evening with a 
prayer. Afterward there was an 
awkward silence while everyone 
got settled. 

Then, before the discussion 
could get started, Janice spoke 
up. She needed some advice 
from the group, she said. 


ive 


“What can I do about my teen- 
ager? He keeps telling me he isn’t 
interested in the church at all, 
that he’s. bored by it.” 

There was only a moment of 
silence before Mrs. Meyers admit- 
ted that she and her husband 
were struggling with the same 
situation Janice was experiencing. 

It was clear now what direc- 
tion the group’s conversation 
would take that evening. So- 
meone asked: ‘‘Does Scripture 
provide any insights about ways 
of handing on faith to children?” 

The group decided they would 
try to find out how Jesus taught. 
And they found that he was on 
hillsides, on the shores of the 
Galilee, in Nazareth, Jerusalem — 
everywhere reinforcing his fun- 


. damental message of love. 


n 


Jesus taught ‘“‘with authority,” 
the group read in Matthew's 
Gospel. His power came from 
conviction. 

That conviction, the group 
concluded, resulted from intense, 
personal communication with his 
Father. Periodically throughout 
his ministry he withdrew from 
activity for personal renewal. 

‘“The trite adage about not be- 
ing able to give what one doesn’t 
have makes sense in this con- 
text,’’ Ken observed. 

What this all implies, someone 
said, is that people need to pay 
attention to God’s action in their 
own lives — and to share this 
with their own children. 


“We have to do more than. +. 


convey theological facts and 
church rules. Teen-agers need to 
know whether faith makes a real 
difference to the adults in their 
lives.” 

Another important aspect of 
Jesus’ teaching, the group 
discovered, was his ability to 
reach people where they wete 
physically and emotionally. After 
the resurrection, when he met 
two disciples along the Emmaus 
Road, he walked with them and 
listened to their questions. They 
were confused because of the 
death of Jesus. They did not 
recognize him at first. 

He accepted the struggle they 
were going through because of 
his death, then gradually led 
them to recognize who he was. 

Ken saw a connection between 
that biblical story and the group’s 
concern. “I guess we'll have to 
meet our kids along their roads 
and walk with them in their 
questions and doubts,” he 
commented. 

One of the young businessmen 
said he felt that Jesus had disclos- 
ed himself in different ways to 
Mary Magdalene and to Thomas. 
“Jesus met people at wells, in 
fishing boats, at wedding feasts. 
I’m glad my parents helped me 
be sensitive to the many ways 
Jesus reaches people,” he said. 

Jesus can reach people in the 
context of their own lives, he 
added. In fact, the young man 
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Faced with the question of 


how to instill a sense of faith 

in their children, a group of adults 
turned to Scripture for help. They found 
that Jesus the teacher could serve as 


quite a model. 


said he was convinced that he 
had had a religious experience 
once during a rock concert! 


Behe leshiievelid 


On the drive home, Marie and 
Ken worried that the group 
hadn’t provided Janice with 
enough of an answer to a prob- 
lem that concerned her very 
much. But perhaps their conver- 
sation had helped. 


In any event, Ken’s mind v 
so caught up by the conversa- 
tion, and with wondering 
whether Janice’s question would 
be his question when his own 
young son became a teen-ager, 
that he barely heard the baby- 
sitter say his favorite football 
team had won the game that 
night. 


(Ms. Clark is on the staff of the 
Catholic Voice, Oakland, Calif.) 
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Remembering the style 
of a master teacher 


By Katharine Bird 
NC News Service 


mysteries of the church”’ to us. 
Over the years, Father Kelly 

has had firsthand experience in 

many areas of education — as 


By: Fath 
NC News 
“Who was your most 


memorable teacher?”’ teacher and administrator. { I sat 
Father Francis Kelly paused just As a teacher of religion, he sees cent be 

a moment, then launched into a his goal as conversion: “‘To foster a few n 
lively recollection of the late Car- in the learner a personal a few y 
dinal John Wright. Father Kelly is faith...leading to strong commit- the Hol 
director of the»religious educa- ment and behavior motivated by An A 
tion department of the National gospel values.”’ He thinks for a pi 
} Catholic Educational Association religious educators start out with had set 
in Washington, D.C. a ‘‘great advantage”’ in their radio o 
Father Kelly explained that endeavors since they deal with dozen | 
from seventh grade through col- matters ‘“‘related to our ultimate voice O 
lege he was part of a special search for meaning.”’ ed easil 
group of four student Mass As we neared the end of the carried 
servers who accompanied Car- interview, Father Kelly spoke phithea 
dinal Wright — at that time about Jesus as a teacher. Jesus Two 
bishop of Worcester, Mass. — gave teaching a real priority, the voice O 
from parish to parish. It meant priest thinks. across | 
that several times a week, the He recalled the scene in the i He was 
four friends were exposed to the New Testament where the heal-: e but a la 
bishop’s rich personality. ings in Capernaum “‘generate ex- a too lars 
It was exciting, Father Kelly in- citement.”’ The crowds mill entered 
dicated, since Bishop Wright had around Jesus. Finally he escapes the wal 
the reputation of being on the and goes off, spending the night on the 


alone in prayer. 
The next day the disciples point 


“cutting edge of the intellectual 
renaissance’’ among American 


L Thro 
: is addre 


Catholics in the 1950s. out to Jesus that many people have pars But wh 

Three decades later the former come to be healed. But, Father Fortu 

pupil could “‘recall vividly”’ a Kelly observed, Jesus responds by us man 

speech by Bishop Wright titled underlining his primary respon- y : OULr p a : S teachin 

“The Mass and the International sibility as a teacher: ‘‘No! I must ; charact 

Order.” He “‘talked of the way announce the good news of the : word = 
¥ » the liturgy fosters the sense of an ‘kingdom in other towns.”’ Es , Hs eta) sane at ; where | 
intimate community throughout Rossy ‘ pee ae Caper hy the sea: 

the world.” (Ms. Bird ts associate editor of tracted 

Bishop Wright stressed that in the poi 


celebrating the liturgy, ‘“‘people 
of all cultures and races gather 
around one table, one book’”’ to 
create an international 
community. 


Faith Today.) 


Education in Jesus’ time — home to synagogt 


“That kind of thinking was By Father John Castelot the mother. They were instructed expensive and carefully It ne 
way ahead of time then,” Father NC News Service in the duties of daughters and preserved. they w 
Kelly said. It helped the priest to prospective wives and mothers. At the temple in Jerusalem traordit 
appreciate the liturgy better as ‘‘a Education wasn’t extremely No self-respecting rabbi would famous rabbis would gather Anywa 
great symbol of unity.” formal in the days of Jesus, but accept a girl as a student. students about them at specified some p 

Bishop Wright had the ability there was a system of sorts. This makes all the more places in the vast courtyard and meone 
to ‘‘greatly expand your horizons When a boy was very young, his remarkable the familiar scene of ‘its protective porticoes. school 
on what the church was about,” mother was responsible for his Mary — the sister of Martha — With this background, it impres: 
said Father Kelly. The bishop training in the simple rudiments sitting at the Lord’s feet and becomes easier to understand rather < 
helped people see that of daily living. listening to him (Luke 10:39). She what happened when, while Jesus 
Catholicism wasn’t simply a But soon the father took over was assuming the posture of a visiting his home village, Jesus wander 
private matter, with no relation as principal teacher. He was student seated at the feet of a gave the homily at the sabbath classrov 
to people in the wider world. responsible for education in the master. A woman definitely synagogue service. or the | 

In fact, the bishop ‘“‘opened law of the Jews, the history and wasn’t expected to do this in The synagogue was a lay home ¢ 
out a whole new world of mean- traditions of the people, simple those times. organization and any qualified wherev 
ing and understanding and ex- economics, and a trade or skill. Also remarkable was the way ‘member could preach. One can Testis 
perience’ that we hadn’t known Usually a father taught his sons Jesus easily accepted the imagine that the homilies were comm4¢ 
before, Father Kelly said. his own trade. Expertise was Samaritan woman in what not always of the highest caliber, address 

The bishop was knowledgeable handed down from generation to amounted to a discussion of especially in a little out-of-the- “teache 
and particularly well-versed in generation. theological matters (John 4). way place like Nazareth. But predon 
church history. Part of his Perhaps the Gospel of John When education became a bit Jesus “‘began to teach in the Wher 
teaching technique, was to let reflects this when, in what was more formal, classes were held in synagogue in a way that kept his were a 
church history ‘‘seep’’ into his probably a simple parable, it the local synagogue. There the large audience amazed.”’ rightly: 
lectures. He “‘led you into aspects says: ‘““The Son cannot do scribes, experts in the Law of Their reaction was interesting: king. T 
of history you otherwise would anything by himself; he can do Moses, instructed boys in the “Where did he get all this? What reason 
not have tripped over,’ Father only what he sees the Father do- Scriptures, which were their na- kind of wisdom is he endowed world, 
Kelly commented. ing....For the Father loves the tional heritage. with?” (Mark 6:2). Apparently Anyone 

“Lots of passion for the church Son and everything the Father Learning with the scribes con- they were well aware that Jesus hears n 
came through,” Father Kelly in- does he shows him” John sisted largely of memorization had no formal schooling: He had f 
dicated. The bishop was able to 5:19-20). and repetition; there were no ‘lived with them all his life until (Fath 
convey his “‘love and zeal for the Girls remained in the care of textbooks, and manuscripts were quite recently. John’s . 


By: Father David K. O’Rourke, OP 


NC News Service 


I sat down to rest on a cres- 
cent beach on the Sea of Galilee 
a few miles south of Capernaum 
a few years ago, during a stay in 
the Holy Land. 

An Arab family was setting up 
for a picnic. Their teen-age son 
had set his precious transistor 
radio on an air mattress floating a 
dozen yards from shore. The thin 
voice of an Arab pop singer roll- 
ed easily across the water and 
carried to the natural am- 
phitheater behind the beach. 

Two thousand years ago the 
voice of Jesus cf Nazareth rolled 
across this same stretch of water. 
He was teaching on the shore, 
but a large crowd had gathered, 
too large for easy teaching. So he 
entered a boat and spoke across 
the water to the people gathered 
on the slope of the amphitheater. 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus 
is addressed as a rabbi, a teacher. 
But what kind of teacher was he? 

Fortunately, the Gospels give 
us many pictures of Jesus 
teaching. We can recapture the 
character of his teaching in one 
word — crowds. No matter 

where he went, no matter what 
i the season of the year, Jesus at-. 
tracted mobs of people, even to 
the point of emptying villages. 


agogue 

It never occurred to them that 
they were dealing with an ex- 
traordinary religious genius. 
Anyway geniuses rather frighten 

d some people. Still, to have so- 

d meone who never went to 
school deliver an intelligent and 
impressive homily would be 
rather astonishing. 

Jesus would become more the 
wandering type of teacher. His 
classroom was the mountainside 
or the lakeshore, the private 
home or the synagogue — 
wherever he found people. 


1 It is significant that the most 
common title used by people in 
ety addressing him -was ‘‘rabbi,”’ 


“teacher.’’ That was-Jesus’ 
predominant role. 
When Pilate asked him if he 


Lis were a king, he answered forth- 

rightly: “It is you who say I am a 
B: king. The reason I was born, the 
at reason why I came into the 


world, is to testify to the truth. 
Anyone committed to the truth 


5 hears my voice’’ John 18:38). 
ad 
l (Father Castelot teaches at. St. 


John’s Seminary, Plymouth, Mich.) 
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Inventive teacher? Yes. 
Entertainer? No. 


Jesus taught “‘with authority,” 
so the people said. He taught 


with great imagination, engaging | 


his hearers at every point of the 
story or parable he unfolded. 

Jesus used images from the 
people’s daily lives and actual 
concerns. He was attractive, 
fascinating and engaging. 

But there was one thing Jesus 
was not. He was not'an 
entertainer. 

Today people sometimes look 
at teachers and judge them by 
their ability to keep students 
entertained. Jesus was magnetic 
when it came to gathering a 
crowd. But he. did not change his 
teaching to keep a crowd. Put 
simply, he was there to teach the 
truth, not to entertain. 

The result? The people, who 
came to him in droves, left him 
in droves. 

Jesus taught the people about 
what he called ‘“‘the kingdom of 
God.” He spoke of justice bet- 
ween peoples and of spiritual 
values and eternal life. 

But when the people heard 
“kingdom of God” they thought 
of political independence and 
economic prosperity. They 
thought of the cruel Romans ex- ° 


pelled, the corrupt royal court ~ 


reformed and God’s Messiah rul- 
ing a chosen kingdom of peace 
and prosperity from Jerusalem. 
The people watched Jesus, saw 
the miracles and half listened to 
what he said, impatiently waiting 
for the kingdom to come. Then, 
as he continued to talk of a 
spiritual, not a worldly kingdom, 
the people finally understood. 
He meant what he was saying. 
And he was not saying what 
many of them wanted to hear. 
Today a perceptive preacher 


*soon learns what to say to 


engage an audience. How often 
have I heard people say, ‘‘Father, 
that was a great sermon. I 
couldn’t have agreed more.” 
Great sermon or good show? 
They’re not necessarily the same. 
In the life of Jesus we see the 
clear distinction between a real 
teacher and a good entertainer. 
Jesus was an inventive, magnetic 
and involving teacher. But he 
pointed the people beyond their 
immediate interests and needs. 
He turned people toward God, 


_ toward an eternal life, and he 


asked them to change their way 
of living. 

Most people didn’t want to hear 
that. So they left him and many 
eventually turned against him. 


(Father O'Rourke is on the 
staff of the Family Life Office in 
the Diocese of Oakland, Calif.) 


FOOD... 


Think back to a teacher whose 
influence became a positive force 
in your life. But remember, peo- 
ple learn from many kinds of 
“‘teachers,’’ including parents, 
spouses, homilists, friends, co- 
workers and classroom teachers. 
Some people even learn a lot 
from their children. 

Was there a teacher who saw 
an ability you possessed, even 
though you hadn’t seen it yet? 
That is the gift of some teachers: 
to identify the gifts hidden in 
others. 

And such a teacher is not 
quickly forgotten. Learners tend 
to be grateful to teachers who 
help .them get to know 
themselves better. 

Was it someone whose insight 
gave you hope when you needed 
it? Was it someone who foresaw 
that your world would grow 
larger, just when you feared it 
was about to shrink up? Was it 
someone who made you think? 

Teachers fulfill many roles. 
Some have a unique ability to 
help people understand that 
things are not always quite as 
they appear. Jesus was a teacher 


like igh ean - 


He told those who listened to : 
him that the poor were especially 
blessed. He delivered a message 
about how. new life emerges in 
death’s midst. This wasn’t the 
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...for thought 


way things seemed to his 
listeners. 

Some who listened to Jesus 
must have been surprised by 
what he said. Those who believ- 
ed him must have felt that these 
convictions — about the poor, 
about the connections between 
life and. death, about love for 
enemies, about forgiveness — 
would change them. For such 
convictions alter people’s 
perspectives on the world around 
them and on themselves. 

Jesus must have been the kind 
of teacher who got people to 
realize that there is more to the 
world, more to their own lives, 
than meets the eye. 

Most teachers are appreciated 
when they can look into the 
future and find that it is full of 
promise. Jesus was like that, in- 
troducing people to a world. and 
a way of life whose horizons 
could stretch them and cause 
them to grow. 

Some people look to Jesus the 
teacher to gain understanding of 
what a good teacher is. It is 
worth thinking about. For most 
people, at one time or another, 
fulfill a “‘teaching’’ role in so- 
meone’s life. People learn a lot. 
from each other. 

What ‘“‘teacher’’ do you recall 
best? What force did that teacher 
bring into your life? 


...fOr GiSCUSSION 


- 1. What “‘teacher’’ do you 
recall best? What ‘role did this 


person fulfill for you? 


2. Do you think you presently 
fulfill the role of a teacher — in 
the broadest sense of the term — 
in anyone else’s life? Do you 
value this role? 


3. From what you know about 
Jesus as a teacher, what are some 
of the qualities of his approach? 


4.. What sort of influence did 
the late Cardinal John Wright 
have on Father Francis Kelly, ac- 
cording to Katharine Bird’s arti- 
cle? What made Cardinal Wright 
a memorable teacher? 


5. Why does Father David K. 
O'Rourke stress the fact that in 
educating people Jesus did not 
fulfill an entertainer’s role? 


6. In her article, Monica Clark 
talks about young people who 
are disinterested in religion. Do 
you think this is a.;common pro- 
blem? What are some of the 
ways Jesus the teacher can serve 


as a model for parents faced with 
a similar situation? 


SECOND HELPINGS 


“The Seventh Trumpet: The 
Good News Proclaimed,”’ by 
Jesuit Father Mark Link. This 
easy-to-read book offers 
background on the life of Jesus, 
the political world and the 
culture of the ancient Middle 
East. Thus it enables readers to 
understand many biblical im- 
ages. What did Jesus look like? 
Father Link writes: “Jesus held 
crowds spellbound....Jesus liv- 
ed a rugged life....For these 
reasons, some experts con- 
clude that Jesus was, indeed, 
attractive and strong. But the 
fact is that we are not sure of 
either. The important thing 
about Jesus is not his ap- 
pearance, but the significance 
of what he said and did.’’ (Argus 
Communications. One DLM 
Parkway, Allen, Texas 75002. 
1978. $7.95.) uM 
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CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR 


A secret visit in the 
dark of the night 


By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 


My name is Nicodemus. I'm a 
member of the Sanhedrin here in 
Israel, which is something like 
what you might call a senate. 

All my life I have believed in 
God’s law. As a Pharisee, I felt 
the law was the center of my life. 

I tried to observe the law well. 
It was hard sometimes. But I 
believe I have kept God’s law 
about as well as I could. 

One night I met a man named 
Jesus. That is what I want to tell 
you about. 

It was late that night. I walked 
quickly through the dark streets 
to the house where Jesus would 
be found. I was careful to stay in 
the shadows. I didn’t want 
anyone to see me going to visit 
him. 

Some of my friends wouldn't 
understand, although some others 
might. But some of my friends 
felt Jesus didn’t keep the law and 
didn’t show our Jewish traeeions 
the proper respect. 

Still, there was something 
about the man, the way he 
spoke, the way he acted, that 
made me wonder. He seemed to 
be good. His teachings were 
much like the teachings of our 
great prophets of old. I just had 
to find out more about him. 

So I went under cover of 
darkness to meet Jesus. I'll never 
forget how he welcomed me. He 
knew what a chance I was tak- 
ing. He felt how afraid I was. He 
listened to my questions. 

Then he told me very honestly 
that I needed to change, to grow, 
to be ‘“‘born again.’’ Most of all I 
felt he really cared about me and 
wanted me to be happy. 

I left him that night convinced 
he was a man of God, a prophet. 


But I didn’t have the courage to 
be his disciple openly. So I 
cheered for him privately and 
learned all I could from his 
teachings. 

Then one day, when the 
crowd turned against him for his 
teachings, the guards. were sent 
out to arrest Jesus. But the guards 
came back praising him. Then 
the enemies of Jesus got angry 
and asked the guards why they 
didn’t arrest Jesus. 

That was too much for me. | 
got up all the courage IT had and 
challenged the angry people: 
“Since when does our law con- 
demn someone without first 
hearing him and learning the 
facts?”’ 

They were furious at me and 
mocked me as one of Jesus’ 
followers. 

But I still didn’t join his 
followers, I guess I was just 
afraid. But I felt badly, especially 
as Opposition to Jesus grew. 

I cried when I heard they cap- 
tured Jesus-and condemned him 
to death. I stood at the back of | 
the crowd on Calvary watching © 
him die on the cross. 

Only then did I find strength 
to do something for him public- 
ly. I bought 100 pounds of spices 
to prepare his body for burial. I 
helped lay his beaten body in the 
tomb. 

Someday I may start a whole 
new life and become one of his 
followers openly. But it’s hard to 
change, isn’t it? 


Story Hour biblical quotes — 
this week from John 3:1-21; 
7:45-52; 19:38-42 — are 
paraphrased. 


(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of numerous catechetical books 
and articles for children.) 


HOW ABOUT YOU? 


your friends? What did you do? 


Have you ever worried that something you felt you must do might upset 


(J Nicodemus didn’t want everyone to know how he felt about Jesus. 


Do you think people ever feel that way today? 


Children’s Reading Corner 


To be a loyal friend is to be a great person. To be unfaithful in friend- 
ship isn’t great. Learn about the value of loyalty in friendship by reading 
“The Real Thief,’ by William Steig (Dell Publishing Co., 1 Dag Hammer- 
skjold Plaza, N.Y. 10017. 1973. Paperback, $.95.) Then talk about what 
it means to be a good friend and why people want to have friends. Is a 
friend someone you can trust? Someone you can count on? Someone 
who is fun to be with? What else makes a good friend? 
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Nicodemus felt that, somehow, Jesus 
should be a part of his life. But he wasn't 
sure that his friends 
would understand. 
Have you ever had a 
similar feeling? 
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After ordination to the priesthood in needs new members. It needs you. 
his native Ireland, Father Peter Quinn 
came to America to give his life of Join us and become a member of the 
priestly service to the disadvantaged liv- Extension Society team. Although you 
ing in our poorest home mission areas. won't be present in the home missions 

Ss personally, your impact will be felt in 

upported by grants from the Catho- this holy effort. Togeth b 
. Together we can bring 

lic Extension: Society, Father Quinn the Word of Christ to those who don’t 
has earned the trust of his Mississippi hawecte 
parishioners by devoted service to their é 
spiritual needs. He is part of a team of . Write for a free subscription to Ex- 
home missioners who, together with tension magazine today and discover 
Extension, pursue the vital and urgent the difference you can make. Together, 
task of evangelization here in the and with God’s grace, we can achieve 
United States. But the team is too His missionary goals here in our own 
small to do the job without help. It beloved country. 


The Catholic Church 


EXTENSION Society 


35S East Wacker Drive ® Chicago, Illinois (0601 


BIS 
Ma 
Che 
attr 
bis. 


By Father Kenneth J. Doyle 
ROME (NC) — If liberation theology 


adopts aspects of Marxism and interprets . 


Christianity as a political program for the 
emancipation of the poor through class 
struggle, it presents a danger to the 
Church, according to Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, prefect of the Vatican 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. ; 


In an essay published in the March 
edition of the Italian Catholic monthly, 
30 Giorni (30 Days), he called liberation 
theology “‘‘an. extraordinarily complex 
phenomenon’’ and praised some 
branches of it. 


SOME OF it “‘puts a proper light on 
the necessary responsibility of the 
Christian toward the poor and_ the 
oppressed in the context of a correct 
ecclesial theology,’’ he said. 


But some exponents of liberation 
theology, he said, ‘‘have made their own 
the fundamental Marxist option.”’ 


Most of the 5,000-word essay was 
devoted to criticizing the branch of 
liberation theology which uses Marxism. 


THE ESSAY was first delivered at a 
meeting of the doctrinal congregation, the 
Vatican office responsible for preserving 
the purity of Catholic teaching. 


The interpretation of all of Christianity 
as a program for the emancipation of the 
poor through a class struggle is an errant 
brand of liberation theology and presents 
‘*a fundamental danger for the faith of the 

’ Church,’’ said Cardinal Ratzinger. 


This strand of liberation theology, he 
added, sets the hierarchy against other 
members of the Church. 


_ ***PEOPLE’ THUS becomes a 
concept opposed to that of ‘hierarchy’ and 
antithetical to all the institutions indicated 
as forces of oppression,’’ said the 
- doctrinal congregation’s prefect, who had 
_ been a noted theologian before assuming 
his Vatican post in 1981. 


The Church’s magisterial teachings, 
when they oppose liberation theology’s 
propositions, are said to be taking the part 
“fof the rich and of the dominators and 
against the poor and the suffering,’’ the 
cardinal added. 


The particular danger of this liberation 
theology, said the cardinal, is that it 
contains a basic truth which can be 
manipulated, that “‘the Sermon on the 
Mount is in reality the choice on the part 
of God in favor of the poor.”’ 


BUT THIS choice is not in favor of a 
continuous class struggle in the Marxist 
sense which makes capitalism and 
Marxism the only options and _ sets 
branches of the Church against. each 
other, he added. 


Cardinal Ratzinger said that 


theological abuses would not arise in 
defense of the poor if Church people were 
doing a better job of defending the rights 


el HF ely Ge ER 


of the poor. 

Cardinal Ratzinger said that errant 
liberation theology finds its ‘‘center of 
gravity’? in Latin America, but that it is 
influenced by some. theologians from 


Europe and North America. It exists also — 


in India, Sri Lanka, the Philippines, 


- Taiwan and Africa, he added. 


AMONG THE laudable expositions of 
liberation theology are the documents of 
the Latin American bishops’conference 
issued at Medellin, Colombia, in 1968 
and in Puebla, Mexico, in 1979, said the 


cardinal. 


Among exponents of unacceptable 
brands of liberation theology, Cardinal 
Ratzinger listed Hugo Assman, Gutierrez 
and J. Sobrino. The essay does not give 
the full names of Gutierrez and Sobrino. 


One of the leading exponents of 
liberation ‘theology is Father Gustavo 
Gutierrez, a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Lima, Peru, and a theology professor at 
the Catholic University of Lima. Another 
is Jesuit Father Jon Sobrino, a Spaniard 
working in El Salvador. 


Card. Ratzinger raps Marxist liberation theology 


IN A speech in Washington last 
October, Father Gutierrez said he 
opposes fusing liberation theology with a 
specific political option. 


‘‘My personal choice is socialism but 
liberation theology does not say that 
socialism is the answer,’’ Father 
Gutierrez said. 


Assman, a Brazilian, is an ex-priest 
and Marxist writer who says his thinking 
is still influenced by Christianity. 


NC News Service 


When Father Jack McGinnis visited 
condemned killer James David Autry 
about 10 hours before Autry’s execution 
by lethal injection in Huntsville, Texas, 
March 14, he had a good reason: mutual 
forgiveness. 


Autry, 29; was. convicted and 
condemned to death for the 1980 murder 
of a store clerk, Shirley Drouet. During 
the- crime, he is also believed to have 
killed a store customer, Joseph Broussard, 
an ex-priest and friend of Father 
McGinnis. 


FATHER MCcGINNIS said that he 
wanted to forgive Autry for his part in the 
killing of Broussard and to seek Autry’s 
forgiveness for not having helped him 
years earlier when Autry was incarcerated 
in a reform school where Father 
McGinnis counseled troubled youths. 


“IT was feeling led’’ by God to step in 
and express concern for Autry, the priest 
said. ‘“This man was a child of God, no 
matter what he did.’’ 


“T prayed with him,’’ Father 
McGinnis said. The priest said he asked 
God ‘“‘to give him (Autry) the love pis 
you (God) can give.’ 

FATHER McGINNIS, a priest of the 
Diocese of Galveston-Houston, said he 
also wanted to convey a_ sentiment 
different from the state’s, which 
successfully sought to take Autry’s life. 
“Our culture has developed a lack of 
values for human life,’’ he said. ‘‘Every 
human life is valuable.’’ 


He added that Autry ‘“‘seemed really 
touched by the fact’’ of Father McGinnis’ 
visit. ‘‘I’m glad I went.’ 


The -priest, now involved in 
evangelization work, thinks his work with 
boys as a visiting counselor at a Texas 
reform school occurred during periods, 
some 12 to 15 years ago, when Autry was 
confined to the school. 

HE SAID he wanted to seek Autry’s 
forgiveness for not having done more to 
assist troubled youths and end_ their 
apparent mistreatment. The institution 
has since been closed. 

In a letter to the Associated Press 
March 13, Autry said he was “‘fixing to 
die’ and that ‘‘my God has a better place 
waiting for me.”’ 


Photo by Susan Nowak 


BISHOPS MEET — More than a dozen bishops from Alta and Baja California met 
March 14 at the Diocesan Office Building with Bishops Leo T. Maher and Gilbert E. 
Chavez. They discussed what Protestants are doing that makes their denominations 
attractive to some Hispanic Catholics and what the church is doing about it. The 
bishops from both sides of the border meet regularly. 


According to Father McGinnis, Autry 
had become a Christian while in prison. 


ONE OF those present at Autry’s 
execution was Shirley Tadlock, 31, a wife 
and mother of three who began 
corresponding with the convict last fall. 
Father McGinnis said that Mrs. Tadlock 
and her family had become interested in 
Autry’s case and that her husband had 
accompanied her to the prison the night of 
Autry’s death. : 

According to accounts of the execution, 
Autry told Mrs. Tadlock ‘‘I love you’”’ 
and smiled until the lethal drugs made 
breathing difficult. He then cried out ‘‘I 


Priest asks condemned killer for forgiveness 


love you’’ again before he died. 


Autry had narrowly missed being 
executed last October when a stay of 
execution was granted as he lay strapped 
to a medical table in the death chamber 
waiting for a flow of solution into his 
veins. 

HE WAS also turned down by the 
courts in a request to have his execution 
televised. 


The Texas Catholic Conference, the 
agency of Texas’ Catholic bishops, has 
opposed the death penalty. It attempted 
unsuccessfully in 1982 to stop the lethal 
injection execution of Charles Brooks, 
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K of C: Turn swords into plowshares? 


FENTON,. Mich. (NC) Father 
George Zabelka, a member of the 
1982-83 Bethlehem Peace Pilgrimage, 
challenged the Knights of Columbus in 
Fenton to have their ceremonial swords 
hammered into plowshares as a 
demonstration of their commitment to 
peace. 


Speaking in early March at a clergy 


appreciation dinner sponsored by the 
Fenton council of the Knights, Father 
Zabelka said the Knights could gain 
international attention if they would take 
their swords, worn by fourth degree 
Knights in full ceremonial dress, and 
have them made into plowshares to carry 
out the biblical exhortation in Isaiah. 


FATHER ZABELKA, himself a 
Knight, offered to include a 15th-century 


Japanese Samurai sword he acquired © 


during World War II in the meltdown of 
the Knights’ swords. 


Father. Zabelka was the Catholic 
chaplain for the U.S. Army: Air Force 
squadrons that dropped atomic bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki during World 
War II. 


Now a pacifist, the priest proposed that 
the Knights collect their swords and take 
them to a blacksmith in response to the 
passage from Isaiah 2:4: ‘They shall beat 


their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning-hooks; one nation 
shall not raise the sword against another, 
nor shall they train for war again.”’ 


FATHER ZABELKA said ‘‘swords 
were invented to do one thing, to do 
death.”’ 


He told the Knights that recently he 
refused to walk under raised Knights of 
Columbus swords in a procession of 
priests down the aisle of a church. 


“T will never walk under a symbol of 
death,’’ he said. 


THE KNIGHTS carry their swords as 
a symbol of their commitment to protect 
the Church and defend the faith. 


In recent years criticism has been 
raised more frequently over carrying the 
swords, especially during religious 
ceremonies. When asked, the Knights 
usually comply with clergy requests not to 
display the swords. 


Father Zabelka said he was not 
criticizing the Knights, whom he praised 
for doing ‘‘good works for ° Christ’’ 
through the years. 


HE SAID the Knights have always put 
their bodies into the work of the Church 
and asked them to do the same with their 
commitment to peace. _ 

“‘War is our enemy,’’ Father Zabelka 
said, ‘‘War as we know it is impossible. 


Let’s do something while we have time, 
with the help of God.”’ 


Photo by Larry Plaster 


TRIBUTE — Friends and parishioners gathered at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
Church to honor their pastor, Father Raymond Kirk, for 25 years of priesthood. With 
Father Kirk are (from left): his aunt, Rita Rosenmayer; his godparents, Mary and 
Charles Moran; and his parents, Helen and Russ Kirk. The English-, Spanish- and 
Vietnamese-speaking communities all participated. 
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By Cindy Wooden 
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got to be a Vatican connection to the 


Alamo foundation literature was also 
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Fundamentalist Tony Alamo likes anti- Vatican ‘art’ 


Antichrist.’ 


eee - 


NG News: Service media.”’ placed on cars in Catholic church parking Alamo said that ‘‘to pray to Mary is an Bec 
Tony Alamo, leader of the THE POSTERS were sighted between pei _ Tulsa before the posters were abomination of God’ and that “any s 
fundamentalist Tony and Susan Alamo Feb. 11 and March 9 in cities as diverse as’ Signted. : other teaching is anti-Christ.’ S 
Christian Foundation, said March 14that Des Moines, Iowa; Nashville, Tenn.; ALAMO SAID the media “exalts the 
he agrees with the anti-Vatican Evansville, Ind.; New Orleans; Tulsa, Catholic Church like in (the:movie) The “JUST BEFORE the end of the world to 
accusations on posters seen in more than Okla.; Charlotte, N.C.; and Jackson, Bells of St. Mary, but makes *‘Protestants there will be one world church and one I 
a dozen U.S. cities. But he would not say Miss. look like a bunch of hucksters.”’ world government. We know the pope is M 
whether he put them up. ‘J applaud these posters for this ‘‘The Protestants have breathed a sigh the head of the World Council of lr 
In a telephone interview with NC tremendous breakthrough. Now we of relief,’”’ he said. ‘“The blankets and . Churches and the United Council of D 
} News, Alamo also said, ‘‘I do believe that | understand,’ Alamo said. It “‘explains sheets have been pulled off’’ because of Churches,”’ he said. F 
that church (the Catholic Church) is Why People magazine did a six-page _ the posters. (The Catholic Church does not belong 
H without a doubt an anti-Christ and that smear on me.”’ Alamo said his foundation, formed in to the World Council of Churches, of 
f _ the pope is the Antichrist.”’ The June 13, 1983, issue of People the late 1960s, is based on the although It does have an. observer status C 
‘ THE POSTERS. which began magazine, one of the magazines named _“‘fundamentals of the Bible,’? which is With the organization.) C 
‘ appearing iu February ee cen Gone sr on the posters, included a story on the why the media “‘persecute’’ him. tee ey, : N 
to North Carolina, warn of ‘‘Vatican Alamo ; foundation, calling ae “‘JESUS SAID if they persecute me for fi Cees gee: soe sei me 
q HARM ciel Sen ani ulate opie eae dangerous and secretive religious group the things I say, they will persecute you . . ORES IE sere e lg Oba OC ALO RDG Aap TIESE C 
ownership ee ) ie 4) accused of everything from assault to 45. saving the seine thines.’” he said Only a Jew from the tribe of Levi can be a ar 
U.S. media which the Vatican uses “‘to slavery to creating zombies.”” i hea Seas Ss ear ; priest. Everything they (the Catholic fo 
exalt and exonerate themselves (sic) from : : We believe in evangelizing, in heaven Church) do is a fantasy,’’ Alamo said. 
ee ae they have done and are ALAMO SAID,-“‘If they continue, to ae hell, that Ss Say S born cae “‘When Jesus gave up his soul and said it cl 
| y Going: . use the media to malign me, I will buy ecause Jesus said that, amo said. is finished it ended the priesthood. M 
Alamo, head of the foundation basedin vacant buildings all over the country and Nashville television station WSMV Fs 
Alma, Ark., said he has received put the signs up myself.”’ received criticism after Alamo appeared THE VATICAN has trained, through ee 
prea pea a He said he would invite the media to we tee Ee Sea ot show and ‘‘Catholic-Jesuit high ‘schools _and W 
posters up must Hye Hite, ante spot.”’ watch him put up the posters. “‘I hope Sa a pee ve Sone, aes pe 
ot they’ bring a good photegmapher to:get-a —PRIYDY BART, hot of the show, told “| a cure “rhey-have aug-thirde cf the gr 
In the interview Alamo would not say flattering picture of me,’’ he said. ve , instructions. They have two-thirds of the 
whether his organization printed or put eee the Tennesee Register, newspaper. of the Congress and Senate and now they’ve got 
up the posters. ‘‘I want to keep them in In most of the cities where the posters Diocese of Nashville, that Alamo was Reagan,’’ Alamo said. ae 
suspense,”’. he said. ‘“‘I approve of them appeared, they were posted on vacant invited as a guest to discuss why he has w 
(the posterd.”? pasha oe x Aen. sete not buried his deceased wife, Susan, and Alamo pointed to the formalization of s 
{ several were glued to the windows of the to discuss his organization. rani i i i 
ne eae is ie ag es Knights of Columbus building. In Des Mrs. Alamo the spiritual leader of ce eds hee on ee 
Neweieh atetae Se ae faa a a . the oes. the foundation until she died of canceron _ control talks between the United States = 
television networks, the Hearst - Ae ante an rr Con. a were April 8, 1982. She had told her followers and the Soviet Union as a basis for his a 
newspaper chain, The New York Times glued to the doors of the Catholic Center. that God would cure her. beliefs. cy 
I and The Los Angeles Times, as well as ALAMO ACKNOWLEDGED The followers reportedly pray before A 
local newspapers, television and radio putting up other posters, including one _ the body in two-hour shifts, 24 hours a “TI believe there are millions of o: 
stations. which reads: ‘‘Render unto Satan day, that she will be resurrected. beautiful, beautiful Catholics who are not a 
‘I know it’s true. It’s the weapon they (‘Caesar’) thé things that are Satan’s ALAMO SAID his organization also _ aware of the plan of evil in the Vatican,”’ m 
} have been hitting the Protestants with,’’ (‘Caesar’s’), and unto God the things that teaches ‘‘what the Bible says about the _ he said. “‘I don’t believe they realize what 
| Alamo said. ‘‘The Vatican is one of the re God's.” super church which sits in Rome. Its is happening in Rome. Ay 
most malicious secret organizations there That poster was spotted next to the colors are purple, silver and gold. The i, 
| ever was. anti-Vatican poster in several cities, super church has branched out to all “THE VATICAN acts like Snow th 
‘‘T agree with the posters. These media’ including one on the windows of the nations. White and government agencies are ‘her M 
are always attacking born-again Knights building in Springfield. e “Tt is the Antichrist, the beast, ruled by vicious little dwarfs,’’ he said. ‘‘But - eff 
Christians and fundamentalists,’’ Alamo The two posters also appeared together _—_ darkness,’’ he said. ‘‘We believe the Bible —_ behind her back her carci dee dripping ~ co 
said. “‘I am almost positive that there’s. everywhere they were hung in Tulsa. and God says this super church is the _ with the blood of the martyrs.”’ th: 
— — Fa 
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Pope will consecrate world to Mary; 


Continued from page 1 


leads the rosary on Vatican radio the first 


Saturday of each month. 


HIS MANY journeys have taken him 
to the shrine of Our Lady of Knock in 
Ireland, Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Mexico City, the Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, 
D.C., and to the major Marian sites of 
Fatima, Portugal, and Lourdes, France. 


In his own prayer life, and as a symbol 
of Roman Catholic resistance to Poland’s 
Communist rulers, Our Lady of 
Czestochowa at the Jasna Gora 
Monastery has played an important role. 
And ever since he became archbishop of 
Cracow in 1964, his bishop’s vestments 
and papal shield have had the letter ‘‘M’’ 
for Mary. : 


Theologically, the pontiff stresses the 
close relationship between the Virgin 
Mary and her son’s redemption of the 
world. The self-emptying of Jesus on the 
cross (as well as the self-emptying of the 
Word in the incarnation) find their 
parallel in His mother’s outpouring of 
grief as she watched His crucifixion. 


‘““UNITED WITH Him in His self- 
emptying, she is united also in glory 
which is manifested above all in the 
resurrection,’ said the pope last year at 
Czestochowa. ‘‘We believe that the 
mother of Christ shares in the 
resurrection of Christ through her 
assumption into heaven. Having been 
assumed, she also shares in that kingdom 
of which she heard tell at the moment of 
the annunciation: ‘His kingdom will have 
no end.’ She shares it by her title 
‘mother’ — .and she shares’ it 
maternally.’’ 


In his own letter to the priests of the 
diocese, Bishop Maher stressed that 
‘fqauthentic Marian devotion must bring 
the believer closer to Christ. Authentic 
Marian devotion takes its origin and 


effectiveness from Christ, finds its 


complete expression in Christ and leads 
through Christ in the Spirit to’ the 
Father.”’ 


The Scriptural foundation for Catholic 


_asks all bishops, dioceses to join in 


devotion to Mary begins with her ‘‘yes’’ 
at the moment of the annunciation and 
her total willingness to do the Father’s 
will; like Mary, we, too, must respond in 
faith in every human situation, said 
Bishop Maher. 


‘‘WE CHRISTIANS who invoke her 
as mother are acknowledging our own 
vocation to bring Life into our world. 
Because we are familiar with Mary’s call 
and her response, we can_ better 
understand our call to allow the Holy 
Spirit to overshadow us, and in free and 
loving response to this divine initiative, to 
bring forth Christ in every action of our 
daily lives.’’ 


The bishop’s letter goes on to discuss 


the meaning of Mary’s perpetual | 


virginity — ‘‘to become open and 
submissive to the Father’s will, and 
receptive to all His gifts’? — and her 


unique importance in the mystery of the 
Church, of which her son Jesus is the 
Head: 


‘*As Mother of the Church, as perfect 
member of the Church, Mary shares who 
she is and what she has received from us. 
Consecrating the world to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary means 
drawing near, through the mother’s 
intercession, to the very fountain of life 
that sprang from the pierced side of her 
Son on Golgotha.”’ 


~TO TRULY follow the Son is to follow 
Mary’s “‘total receptivity to God,’’ said 
Bishop Maher. In Mary we see both our 
individual fulfillment and our ‘‘corporate 
destiny’? as God’s pilgrim people, he 
added. 


‘‘Mary the Mother of God, Mary our 
Mother, assures us that her destiny is to 
be our own,”’ said the bishop. ‘‘It is thus 
with great joy and expectation that we 
now join our voices with that of our Holy 
Father and with those of believers 
throughout the world as we rededicate our 


Devotion to Our Lady? What’s happened? 


Continued from page 1 


Many people don’t feel accountable for 
sin, he said. ‘‘In a society like that, how 
much devotion is anybody going to: have 
to Our Lady?”’ 


Sales of rosaries, statues and books on 
the Rosary have never dropped off at 
O’Connor’s Church Gooods, Inc., the 
firm’s president said. 


THE STORE has registered ‘‘a steady 
increase’’ in sales, especially with statues. 
‘“There’s always been a great devotion to 
Mary out here,’’ Gary O’Connor said. 


Msgr. O’Sullivan has noticed a decline 
in Marian devotion since Vatican II, but 
the movement still shows signs of health, 


COAT OF ARMS — Pope John Paul II’s 
coat of arms bears the crossed keys of 
St. Peter and a shield with the letter ‘“M” 
(symbolizing his dedication to the 
Virgin). It was designed by Archbishop 
Bruno Helm, apostolic delegate to Great 
Britain when the pope was elected. 


he said. 


He has seen children 10 years and 
younger saying the rosary before Mass. 
New books and pamphlets on the rosary 
and how to pray it continue to be 
published, he said. The Hispanic 
community, Catholic schools, sodalities 
and the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas have kept Marian devotion 
alive, he added. 


“‘THESE ARE stable ongoing signs of 
the strength of Mary,’’ Msgr. O’Sullivan 
said. 


Vatican II appears to have lessened 
traditional devotion to the Mother of 
God, but that was not the intention of the 
Council fathers who convened about 20 
years ago, he said, quoting Bishop Kevin 
McNamara‘of County Kerry, Ireland. 

The council wanted to ‘‘redirect, and 
in ‘a certain sense, strengthen veneration 
of Mary,’’ the Irish bishop said in Mary 
Today. -The bishops warned against 
exaggerating and minimizing devotion, 
he added. 


VATICAN II’s reform of the liturgy, 
which allowed for evening Masses, also 
contributed to lessened emphasis on 
Marian devotions, Msgr. O’Sullivan 
said. A Mass is ‘‘better’’ than a novena or 
devotion, he said, so Masses are usually 
favored now. 


““There was no concerted ‘effort. to 
throw things out,’’ Msgr. O’Sullivan 
said. Rather, it was almost a ‘“‘logistical 
thing’’ and night Masses have 
‘“‘overpowered”’ popular devotion, he 
added. 

Msgr. O’Sullivan thinks Mary may 
make a comeback in the Church. She is 
“‘the ultimate charismatic’’ and should 
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NC photo 


WITH BLACK MADONNA — Pope John Paul II prays before the painting of Our Lady 
of Czestochowa at the Jasna Gora monastery in Poland. 


world to the loving care of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.’’ 


Because the Mar. 25 Solemnity of the 
Annunciation falls this year on. the third 
Sunday of Lent, the feast will be observed 


‘on Saturday, Mar. 24, said Father 


Raymond G. O’Donnell of the diocesan 
Center for Liturgy and Prayer. The act of 
consecration could take place either 
during the Saturday morning Mass or as 


part of Solemn Vespers Sunday evening. 


“‘EACH PARISH has been asked to 
Join in some way to what the Holy Father 
is doing,’’ said Father O’Donnell. The 
Liturgy Center has sent the full text of the — 
pope’s Act of Entrusting to Our Lady, as well 
as a shorter form based upon the papal 
document; both call for a litany of 
petitions recited by the celebrant and 
responses by the congregation. 


Msgr. Jeremiah O’Sullivan 
‘Stable ongoing signs of Mary’ 
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receive more than token interest from 
people in that movement, he said. 


CRISES, LIKE abortion, seem to 
generate interest in the rosary, he added. 
Like a child who cries ‘‘Mama’’ when a 
big dog approaches, children of God turn 
to their Mother when troubles appear, he 
said. 


The rosary has been very important to 
Ireland, because. when penal laws 
prohibited priests from offering Mass, 
family rosaries kept the faith alive, he 
added. 


Although some people think Irish men 
are devoted to Mary because they have 
great affection for their mothers, Msgr.. 
O’Sullivan disagrees. He thinks it is the 
other way around. ‘‘An appreciation of 
who Mary is would naturally give a 


person a great appreciation of 
womanhood and I would hope a very 
healthy veneration of the role of mother,”’ 
he said. 


“ANYBODY WHO understands 
Mary in our faith and in our Church 
could have a very authentic pride in her 
femininity,’’ he said. 


SAN DIEGO — A RENEW Lenten 
storytelling concert is planned for Mar. 
25 from 7 to 9 p.m. at Our Lady of 


Mount Carmel parish, Rancho 
Penasquitos. A donation may be given to 
help defray costs. Dr. Robert Wilhelm 
will be the guest storyteller for this 
RENEW large group activity. 
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Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Sunday, March 25, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Father Michael Gallagher, 
Celebrant 
Spanish 


Coffee house for young adults, will feature 
live musicians, refreshments and a relaxing 
atmosphere, March 23 at 8 p.m. at SDSU’s 
Newman Center. Cost is $J. Info: 583-9181. 

Luncheon and card party, hosted by St. 
Patrick’s Archconfraternity, March 24. 
Donation $3. Reservations: 282-2624. 

Card and bingo luncheon will be hosted by 
Catholic Daughters, Court 2188, at St. 
Vincent de Paul Church hall, Hawk and 
Lewis streets, Mission Hills, March 24 at 
noon. Cost is $4. Reservations: 296-2756. 

Hawaiian charity card party and bingo, 
March 24 at noon, will be hosted by Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas, Court St. Vincent 
de Paul, 2188, at St. Vincent Church hall, 
4077 Ibis St. Prizes. Dress Hawaiian. 
Donation $4. Info and reservations: 295-3054 
or 296-2756. 

Henry Hying will be honored for his 46 
years of service as an usher at St. Mary 
Church, National City. The 86-year-old will 
be honored March 25 at the 8 a.m. Mass. 

Annual Lenten Communion Mass is set for 
March 25 at 9:30 a.m. at St. John the 
Evangelist Church. Continental breakfast will 
be served in the parish hall on Lincoln and 
Normal streets after the Mass for $1.50. 
Sponsored by Heffernan Institute 76, Y.L.I. 
Reservations: 582-7348. 

Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary at St. Joseph’s Cathedral, is March 25 
at 2 p.m., Feast of the Annunciation. Legion 
of Mary will hold its annual ACIES ceremony. 
Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez will 
preside. Refreshments in hall afterward. 

RENEW Lenten Storytelling concert, 


~ March 25 from 7-9 p.m. at Our Lady of Mt. 


Carmel parish, Rancho Penasquitos. 
Donation, Guest storyteller will be Dr. Robert 
Wilhelm. ; 

Annual communion of Young Ladies 
Institutes is March 25 at 10:30 a.m. Breakfast 
to follow. Details: 941-4152. 

‘“ How Do I Say No?”’’ will be discussed at 
the regular meeting of the North American 
Conference of Divorced and Separated 
Catholics, March 26 at 7:30 p.m. at St. James 
Church, Solana Beach. Cost is $1. More: 
755-2754: 

I Paul and May’s Miracle, inspirational 
films, will be shown at Immaculate 
Conception Church hall, March 27 at 7 p.m. 
More: 296-7466. 

The Indignant Artist, an exhibition of 
protest and social comment from 17th-20th 
centuries, will be featured at the University. of 
San Diego Founders Gallery, through Mar. 
27. Hours: weekdays noon-5 p.m.; 
Wednesdays noon-7 p.m. Free. 

‘‘A Matter of Conscience’’, an evening of 
activities dealing with morality and modern 
dilemmas, for young adults at Our Lady of 
Grace Church, El Cajon, March 27 at.7 p.m. 
in the field house. 

Mass with healing service will be offered 
by Fr. Jerry Bevilacqua, March 27 at 7:30 
p.m. at Holy Family Church, Linda Vista. 
More: 284-2674. 

Dessert card party is planned for March 
27, noon-4 p.m., at St. Mary Star of the Sea 
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Continuous & dignified service 


Mission Bay Chapel & 
Pacific Beach Mortuary, Inc. 


parish hall, 601 Third St., Oceanside. 
Sponsored by Stella Maris 183, Y.L.I. 
Reservations, due March 23, at 433-8745 or 
757-4819. 

Lubach Literacy Tutor Training 
Workshop, for those who want to teach 
English to others, will be held 6:30-9:30 p.m., 
March 27, 29, April 3, 5, 10 and 12 at Catholic 
Community Services, 4643 Mission Gorge 
Place. No teaching experience or knowledge of 
foreign lanuguages necessary. No charge for 
training, but $13 fee for workshop materials. 
More: 287-9454 or 755-1881. 

Birthday party will be held March 28 in St. 
Mary’s Caddon Hall, National City, at noon 
for Ruth Blocker’s 90th birthday. Potluck 
luncheon will be served by parish groups. 

‘‘Accepting God’s Will’’ is the topic of 
Msgr. William Bergin’s talk at the bi-monthly 
board meeting of ‘the Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women, March 28 at 10 a.m. at Our 
Lady of the Sacred Heart Church hall. Mass 
and luncheon will follow. Reservations due’ 
March 21 at 284-0294. 

Supportive group for divorced, widowed 
and separated persons, will listen to Deacon 
Walter Hardy speak on intimacy, March 28 at 
7:30 p.m. at Mission San Diego de Alcala’s La 
Sala, 10818 San Diego Mission Road. Mass 
precedes meeting. 

Giselle MacKenzie, Rose Marie, Helen 
O’Connell and Kay Starr at Knotts Berry 
Farm, will entertain a tour group from St. 
Patrick’s Seniors, March 29, $26.60. More: 
282-7109 or 232-0708. 

Newman Center-sponsored retreat for 
college students and young adults, is March 
30-April 1. Cost is $22. More: 583-9181. 

Dedication of the statue of Our Lady of the 
Assumption, donated by local Y.L.I. to St. 
Mary Cathedral in San Francisco, is set for 
March 31 in S.F. For details on attending, call 
292-1859. 

Rummage sale will be run by St. Patrick’s 
Youth Group, March 31, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
church hall, Dwight and Ray streets, North 
Park. More: 284-1958.” 

Holy Spirit Seminar, led by Fr. Ralph 
Weishaar, OFM, and team from Mission San 
Luis Rey, is March 31, 9 a.m.-9 p.m., and 
April 1, noon-5 p.m. at Good Shepherd 
Church, 8200 Gold Coast Drive, Mira Mesa. 
More: 271-0320, 459-3255 or write DCRC, 
7654 Herschel Ave., La Jolla, Calif. 92037. 

OLP Alumnae Retreat will be held at the 
Academy of Our Lady of Peace March 31 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Bring bag lunch. Father 
Douglas Regin will lead the retreat. 


Singles dance on the Bahia Belle, March 31 
at 7:15 p.m. Cost is $3.50 Sponsored by St. 
Martin’s Singles, but all singles invited. 
Reservations: 463-9618 or 275-2507. 


Spring Fever, a card-Bingo-social party 
sponsored by St. Didacus P.T.G., will be held 
March 31 in the school hall, 4630 34th St. Cost 
is $3.50 at door or reserve: 284-2295, 283-8113 
or 282-2238. 


A Service of Darkness and The Crucifixion by 
Stainer will be performed, by. the Escondido 
Oratorio Chorale April 1 at 3 p.m. at St. Mark 
Church, 1147 W. Discovery St., San Marcos. 
The Lenten concert is free; offering will be 
taken. 


Prayer meeting is planned for April 2 at 
7:30 p.m. at St. Patrick Church hall. Fr. Jerry 
Bevilacqua will lead. More: 284-2674. 


Fr. Bud Kaicher will celebrate Mass for St. 
James Chapter of North American Conference 
of Divorced and Separated Catholics, April 2 
at 7:30 p.m. He will talk about Our Lady. 
More: 755-2754. 

Tijuana Cultural Center guided tour will 
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be taken by St. Patrick’s Seniors, April 2. 
Transportation, movie and lunch included in 
$24 price. More: 282-7109 or 282-0708. 

First Friday Mass will be attended by 
Catholic Singles Club members, April 6 at 
5:30 p.m. More: 569-6310. 

Christ in the Passover, a demonstration 
and sermon of how Christ fulfilled the 
typology inherent in the ancient feast of 
Passover, is planned for April 6 at 8 p.m. at St. 


Catherine Laboure Church, Mt. Alifan Drive | 


and Mt. Abraham Street, Clairemont. The 
speaker is a Christian minister with a Jewish 
background. More: 571-5198. 

Talent show, an evening of homegrown 
entertainment for young adults at the SDSU 
Newman Center, April 6. Info: 583-9181. 

‘‘Compassion and Justice: Living Our 


Faith in a Modern World’’ will be presented . 


by Fr. Max Oliva, April 7 from 8:45 a.m.-3 
p.m. at St. Columba Hall, 3327 Glencolum 


Drive, Serra Mesa. Pre-registration by April 5-. 


is $4, $5 at door. Sponsored by Office of 


Evangelization and Adult Education. More: ~ 


574-6334. 

First Saturday Mass will be celebrated 
April 7 at Church of St. Mary Magdalene, 
Bay Park, 7:45 a.m. More: 276-3693. 

~ A Musical Celebration,’’ concert series 
at Mary Star of the Sea Church, 7727 Girard 
Ave., La Jolla, continues April 8 at 3 p.m. 
Martin Wright, baritone who is chorus master 
with San Diego Opera Company, will 
perform. Details: 466-9437. 

Death Valley, Scotty’s Castle and 
Laughlin, Nev., are the destinations for a tour 
group of St. Patrick’s Seniors, April 9-12. Cost 
is $180 double occupancy. More: 282-7109 or 
232-0708. 

Mass and healing service, offered by Fr. 
Jerry Bevilacqua, OSA, is April 10 at 7:30 
p.m. at Mary Star of the Sea Church. Details: 
284-2674. 

Coffee house, a place to relax with music, 
food and friends, for young adults at SDSU’s 
Newman Center, April 13 at 8 p.m. Cost is 
$1. More: 583-9181. 

‘Shower of Fashions’? from Anna’s of 
Chula Vista, will be shown at St. Charles 
Church hall, 990 19th St., Imperial Beach, 
April 14 at 7:30 p.m. Door prizes. Hosted by 
St. Charles Altar and Rosary Society. 
Donation $3.50. Reservations: 423-1287. 

Greek Dinner and dance lessons, will be 
held at Folk Dance Cafe, San Diego, for St. 
James Chapter of North American Conference 
of Divorced and Separated Catholics, April 16 
at 6:30 p.m. sharp. Cost is $8, plus $1 at door. 
No dance partner necessary. Details: 
755-2754. a : 

“Glory of Easter’? at the Crystal 
Cathedral, April 17, will be seen by St. 
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Wieser of the San Bernardino diocese 
marked 40 years of priesthood Mar. 72 at 
a special Mass. Bishop Phillip F, Straling 
looks on. a 
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Patrick’s Seniors tour group. Cost is $28. Info: 
282-7109 or 232-0708. 

The Great Pacific Northwest (Portland, 
Seattle, Victoria-Vancouver, B.C.) will be 
seen by St. Patrick’s Seniors, April 23-May 9 
via bus and Amtrak with a stop at the Shrine of 
Our Sorrowful Mother in Portland. The 17 
day-16 night tour is $1,059.50 double 
occupancy, or $1,450.50 single occupancy. 
Details: 282-7109 or 232-0708. 

“Come As You Were’’ all alumni sock 
hop, for alumni of University, Saint 
Augustine, Marian, Our Lady of Peace, 
Cathedral and Rosary high schools. Alumni 
parents welcome. Casual dress: old uniform, 
lettermen sweaters and jackets are 
encouraged. The April 28 event at University 
of San Diego High School Gym, 5691 Linda 
Vista Road costs $3 singles, $5 couples. 
Details: 298-8277. 
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Items for Around the Diocese must be 
received in writing by noon the Friday 


before publication on Thursday of the 


following week. We can not accept items 
over the telephone. Mail to: Around the 
Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, 
San Diego, Calif. 92138. 


DIRECTOR — Religious Education 
A Director of Catechetical Ministry who can communicate effectively 
with leaders and staff, has catechetical experience at diocesan and 
parish levels, sensitive to multi-cultural needs, budget management. A 


person with deep Spirituality, a demonstrated pastoral sense, 
graduate degree or equivalent experience. Apply in writing by April 15, 
to: C.C.D. Selection Committee, Diocese of Stockton, P.O. Box 


4237, Stockton, CA 95204. 


March 23, 24 


TOM RUSCH PRODUCTIONS 
PRESENTS 


The Broadway Musical 


WM 


The Don Room 
in the El Cortez Hotel - 
7th and Ash St., San Diego 
Featuring Covenant Ark Players 


Tickets $10°° per person, Main Floor; $8°° sides 


Serving softdrinks, coffee and dessert 
(not included in ticket price) 


Sponsored By St. Vincent De Paul Center 
Friends of the Poor 


Godspell — April 13-21, 8 p.m. 
Group Rates Available 


For reservations call 231-4703 


8:00 p.m. 
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Los Obispos, la Paz, lo Nuclear 


por el padre Luis F. Bernal 


Vimos en el articulo anterior cémo el 
P. Hehir explicd que la Carta de los 
Obispos de Estados Unidos sobre la paz y 
las armas nucleares no fue algo extrafio a 
la ensefianza Catdlica, sino muy en el 
contexto de nuestra doctrina. Ahora 
veamos una sintesis del contenido. Para 
qué escribieron los Obispos? Es la 
primera pregunta. 

Los Obispos escribieron para que lo 
politico tenga su sentido “‘moral’’ o 
responsable del bien y del mal, y en lo 
moral se vea el fondo religioso de su 
relacién a Dios; y asi los acontecimientos 
de la historia se discutan con la debida 
profundidad en el debate ptiblico. 


DICE EL P. Hehir que el Catolicismo 
se ha planteado siempre dos grandes 
cuestiones acerca de la paz: cémo 
guardarla y como contruirla. La parte 
segunda de la Carta trata de ‘‘como 
guardar la paz.’’ Veamos un resumen de 
sus principios:. 1. Acerca de la guerra 
dicen los Obispos que la Iglesia nunca la 
acepto, y prefiere las soluciones pacificas. 
En la excepcidn de una guerra justa se 
permite cierto uso de la fuerza: toda 
nacion tiene derecho a defenderse de la 
injusta agresidn. Pero no se justifica 
ninguna guerra ofensiva.. Y nunca se 
permite la destruccién indiscriminada de 
ciudades enteras con sus poblaciones de 
no-combatientes. Ninguna guerra 
defensiva’ que pase los limites 
proporcionales o justos esta 
permitida.(GS, 80). 

2. Directamente sobre las armas 
nucleares, dicen los Obispos, que ni éstas 
ni otro medio alguno de aniquilacidn 
masiva se permite contra objetivos 
predominantemente civiles; y que se 
condena toda represalia indiscriminada y 
desproporcionada contra vidas inocentes. 
““En cuanto a empezar la_ guerra 
nuclear,’’ no vemos — dicen los Obispos 
— ninguna situacién que pueda justificar 
moralmente este inicio, a ninguna 
escala.’’ Y urgen para que se desarrolle lo 
thds pronto la~‘politica de ““no™ usar 
primero.”’ La “‘guerra nuclear limitada’”’ 
los deja escépticos porque no’ pueden 
aceptar que los efectos nucleares sean 
compatibles con la justicia y la paz... 

3. En cuanto a la ‘‘disuacidn’’ 
(deterrence) o el armarse para disuadir al 
enemigo de atacar, los Obispos dicen que 
no puede admitirse moralmente como un 
fin, sino como un paso temporal hacia un 
desarme progresivo y total. La 
“‘disuacidn’’ basada en la igualdad de 
armas es siempre susceptible al peligro de 
explosidn; no podemos estar satisfechos 
con este minimo que no asegura la paz. 


(Juan P. II, ONU, 1982). 


4. SOBRE LA “carrera 
armamentista’’ los Obispos escriben que 
es una de las mayores maldiciones 
pendientes sobre la humanidad: la 
condena como una agresién contra los 
pobres y una locura que no dara nunca la 


,seguridad que promete. Se debe buscar, 


dicen, toda clase de negociaciones para 
que cese esa carrera, y que la 
acumulacidn de armas sea reducida igual 
y simultaneamente por los _ paises 
involucrados, a fin de que el monstruo 
nuclear sea suprimido y se logre un 
acuerdo sobre el desarme y un método 
efectivo de control. 


5. Con relacién a ‘‘las opciones de 
conciencia’’ dicen los pastores que los 
soldados deben sentirse guardianes de la 
seguridad y libertad de _ sus 
conciudadanos; y si cumplen rectamente 
ser debe contribuyen a mantener la paz. 
Pero, que parece justo que la ley tenga 
estipulaciones para los que por ‘‘objecién 
de conciencia’’ rehusan tomar las armas, 
siempre que acepten otra forma de 
servicio a la comunidad. (GS, 79) 


En la Tercera Parte los Obispos hablan 
de la ‘‘construccidn de la paz’’: ‘“‘la 
entendemos (a la paz), dicen, como algo 
mas que la ausencia de guerra: como un 
bien humano positivo que debe edificarse 
a todos los niveles de la historia.’’ Este 
concepto abunda en la Biblia. El A. 
Testamento la llama “‘Shalom.’’ Y en el 
Nuevo, desear el ‘‘Shalom de Dios’’ es 
invocar sobre alguien todas las 
bendiciones divinas: mucho més que 
evitar la guerra nuclear. Aunque ésta 
desapareciera, seguiriamos teniendo 
divisiones entre ricos y _ pobres, 
violaciones de los derechos, las 


-inumerables injusticias... 


ANOTAN LOS Obispos propuestas 
para la promocién y edificacidn de la Paz: 
Acuerdos para suspender pruebas, 
produccién. y despliegue de nuevos 
instrumentos. nucleares; esfuerzos para 
reducir los arsenales de las 
superpotencias; prohibicidn de mas 
pruebas atdémicas; evitar la difusidn de los 
armamentos nucleares en mas _ paises; 
controlar todo el comercio de armas; 
promover programas qué protejan la 
dignidad y los derechos especialmente de 
los mas abandonados.... 


Ojala que estos breves apuntes nos 
impulsen a leer y aplicar, segtin nuestras 
posibilidades, esta importante carta sobre 


el reto de la Paz y nuestra respuesta a 
Dios. 
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FELIZ ANIVERSARIO, SR. OBISPO CHAVEZ — EI domingo pasado en la Catedral de 


San José, acompafiado por su familia y amistades, celebré el Excmo. Sr. Obispo 
Gilberto E. Chavez su vigésimo cuarto aniversario de ordenacién sacerdotal. 


Cost: $1.25 per 33-character line, $5.00 minimum per issue. Print or 
type your ad with name, address and phone number and send it to: 


Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138, or 
phone (619) 574-6393. Ad deadline is 10 a.m. Friday. 


Thank you St. Jude for favors. ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE Concerned Young Americans 17 to 
received. | shall continue to pray to Wedding receptions and lunch and 23, who care about America’s future, 
you. D.M.F. dinner parties. 284-8405. TF write to: Bernard Arendt, Box 17301, 


2/16,23,3/1,8,15,22,29,4/5 


NEW CREDIT CARD! Nobody refused! 

Also Visa/Mastercard. Call 

805-687-6000 Ext. C-1392. 
3/15,22,29,4/5,12 


Kingsize Waterbed with drawers and. 
frame. Bedding included. $300. 
423-7081. 3/15,22,29 


SELL YOUR ITEMS FAST with a Want Ad 
in the Southern Cross. Rates are low 
and results are prompt! 


French Class: Learn from a French 
speaking instructor. Class starts 
Wed. March 28 in Pacific Beach area. 
For information call Colette 

272-2593. 3/22,29 


Typist/clerk: (all types of office 
work) desires position in a Priest's 
rectory. 281-3731. 3/22 


St. Jude, thank you for coming to my 
aid. | shall continue to pray to you. 
P.A.B. 3/22 


ALi BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG'S WORLD, 2324-1/2 
30th St., San Diego, 280-4880; 2869 
Ridgeway Dr., National City, 
267-2577. TF 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 
days a week. Call 280-7360. TF 


GOODBODY’S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 EI Cajon Blvd., 582-1700. 
TF 


RESIDENTIAL EXPANSION & REMODEL- 
ING SPECIALIST. We can do it all for 
you. A new kitchen or extra bath, 
new bedroom or family room, 2nd 
story addition our specialty. Deal 
direct with contractor John Sickler 
Construction. Call 582-6340 any- 
time. Lic. 269965. TF 


San Diego, 92117 TF 


Quality Painting, Exterior & Interior. 
Paperhanging, cabinet refinishing, 
sheetrock, carpentry repairs. 
References. Very neat and fast. For 
free estimate call: ERICK — 
299-7681. TF 


Mothers helpers. All chores from 
scrubbing floors, fixing little Jimmy’s 
lunch and taking your cat to the Vet. 
Let us give you back your free time. 
Screened applicants, bonded, reliable. 
Dana’s Housekeeping, 298-1982. 
2/2,9,16,23,3/1,8,15,22 


P.E.T. Parent Effectiveness Training. 
The greatest child-raising tool in the 
world. Raising a child is harder than 
being a child especially if rewards and 
punishments are used. 24-hour 
workshop held 8 Tuesdays; March 27, 
6:30-9:30. Fee $75. Del Cerro 
Psychology & Family Services, 7290 
Navajo Rd., Ste. 210, San Diego. Free 
Brochure. 466-6463. Dr. Diana 
Greg. 3/15,22 


ANTHONY MEDINA: It’s a year today, 
the 27th, a young group of boys 
chose to take your life away. That 
while you are gone in the flesh, you 
live in our hearts. You gave us 19 yrs. 
and you grew to be a man, Christina 
most of all will testify to that. 
Remember Tony, we love you and 
soon we'll be reunited in Jesus once 
again. Your family. 

Lord, we put Tony Santos in your 
hands that you heal him in spirit and 
mind and your glory be revealed thru 
his healing. 3/22,29 


CEMETERY PLOTS (2) Catholic 
“Calvary” section (Catholic section 
now sold out). Eternal Hill, 
O'side-$1,200 both. 271-1331. 
3/22,29 


Thank you St. Jude for once more 
answering my prayers.-! will continue 
to pray to you. R.R. 3/22 


Thank you St. Jude for favors 
received. | will continue to pray to 
you. B.L. 3/22 


SOUTHERN CROSS Want Ads get 
results. Mail yours in today! 


MUSIC for your dance or party. Paul 
Sims and his Little Big Band. 
755-5997. TF 


WALLPAPER HANGING, PAINTING: 
High quality, low prices. Also: fine 
selection of wall coverings and 
draperies. References. Call Myles, 
569-1527. TF 


SHOP AND SAVE: St. Vincent de Paul 
Antique Shop, 4574 Park Blvd. 
294-4917. TF 


TREES trimmed, topped, removed, 
stump removal. Insured. 
464-1872. TF 


ALL SINGLE CATHOLICS are invited to 
the fifth annual ‘’Singles Sunday 
Celebration’’ to take place Sat. April 
28, at Our Mother of Confidence 
Church in University City. 7 p.m. 
Mass followed by buffet dinner and 
dancing until midnight. Only $4 if you 
send for your ticket in March. Mail 
check with self-addressed stamped 
envelope to Catholic Alumni Club's 
“Single Sunday.” 11035 Clairemont 
Mesa Blvd., S.D. 92124. Info: 
560-6056. 3/22,29 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
Custom: wiring and lighting. Low 
prices. No job too small. Day or 
night—7 days. 222-1904. Call 
Robert. TF 


YOUNG FAMILY MAN 
Needs hauling and tree work. T. 
Northcutt, 277-6484. TF 


HARDY’S TREE SERVICE 
Economy tree work, hauling, 
ornamental tree pruning, palms, 
ukes. Fully licensed and insured. 15 
yrs. exp. Free estimafes. 
278-2963. TF 


PIANOS FOR SALE, discount prices. 
ABC PIANO, 2903 El Cajon Bivd., San 
Diego, 281-3717. TF 


NEED A ROOFER? Don’t settle for less 
than the best quality work. Afford- 
able prices. Call Ray’s Roofing Co., 
479-8096. TF 


CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING. 
Call McCALL’S at 583-3260. 
3/1,8,15,22,29,4/5 
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By Deacon James Steinberg 


A funny thing has happened to a 
number of television watchers recently. 
While switching channels on_ their 
Southwestern Cable boxes, they have 
caught glimpses of the Playboy Channel. 


The average Southwestern subscriber 
pays about $21 every other month for 
picture-perfect reception of San Diego 
and Los Angeles TV stations. Extra 
services like Home Box Office, Showtime, 
Cinemax, The Disney Channel and, yes, 
the Playboy Channel are $10.95 extra a 
month for the first special service, and 
another $8.95 for each additional 
channel. 


IF ALL you pay for is the basic 
Southwestern cable service sans frills, the 
five extra-charge signals are supposed to 
come into your home so scrambled that 
the picture looks like a back-East blizzard 
in the dead of winter; the audio’ is 
supposed to be garbled. 

But, strange as it seems, from time to 
time the Playboy Channel picture comes 
across slightly wavy but recognizable, and 


the. off-color sound track is_ clearly 
audible. 
A recent offering to non-Playboy 


subscribers on Southwestern Channel 20 
was a woman masturbating; presumably 
children turning to Southwestern’s 
Channel 21 (Home Box Office) for Jim 
Henson’s muppets in Fraggle Rock-land 
began their sex education a little bit 
earlier than mom and dad planned. 


‘‘WE’RE NOT doing it on purpose. I 
deny that emphatically,’> Dan Mahon, 
Southwestern’s vice president for 
programming, told Southern Cross. ‘‘We 
are purposely attempting to have contact 
with every single customer who chooses 
not to have the Playboy Channel in their 
homes.”’ 


Recent Film Classifications 

© Mike’s Murder (Warners): A-III, 
adults; R, restricted. 

© Racing with the Moon (Paramount): 
O, morally offensive; PG, parental 
guidance. 

© Tank (Universal): A-III, adults; 
PG, parental guidance. 


said Mahon, 


Southwestern will, 
provide any customer with a “detuned 


” 


converter’’ to block unwanted reception 
of the Playboy Channel. The boxes can 
either be delivered to the home upon 
request, or they may be picked up at 
Southwestern’s office, he added. | 


Is it just coincidence that Southwestern 
just happens to have boxes to detune only 
the Playboy Channel? If they can 
successfully encode Home Box Office or 
Disney, certainly the same technology 
would let them scramble Playboy so that 
only paying customers would get it. 


. THIS RAISES an ethical question: 
Does Southwestern Cable have any moral 
responsibility to the community it serves? 
Or can it pipe pornography into private 
homes just like the utilities supply us with 
electric, gas and phone service? 


‘“We subscribe to the First Amendment 
principle that people should be allowed to 
read or view what they want to,”’ said 
Mahon. ‘‘The company’s. philosophical - 
belief is that no one should have anything 
going into their homes that they do not 
want to have in their homes. It’s freedom 
of choice.”’ 

The First Amendment is not an 
obligation to pollute. Southwestern feels no 
obligation to carry the new Nashville 
cable channel, for example. Or oné of the 
new ‘‘super stations.’’ Could it be that 
Southwestern’s ‘‘philosophical beliefs’’ 


FANTASTICKS — Tom Rusch Productions will present the Off-Broadway musical The 


om 


Fantasticks Friday Mar. 23 and Sat. Mar. 24 in the Don Room of the El Cortez Hotel. 
The performances are being sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul Center. For 
showtimes, ticket information and reservations, call 231-4703. : 


are where the dollars are? 


SOUTHWESTERN, understandably, 
is anxious that we don’t mistakenly 
confuse Playboy programming with 
‘‘hard-core’’ pornography. 


ce 


Playboy programming is not 
considered X-rated’’ by either ‘‘industry 
standards’? or by Playboy itself, said 
Mahon. Playboy shows no film beyond an 
R rating, he added. A few observations 


are in order: 


‘Industry standards’’? What the 
industry rates merely PG many times gets 
an O (morally offensive) by the U.S. 
Catholic Conference’s communications 
department. And while it’s technically 
true that Playboy shows no X-rated films, 
the MPAA rating applies only to films 
destined for the theatres. Much Playboy 
programming is simply unrated because 
it is made for the cable TV market. 


LET’S BE honest, folks. The Playboy 
Channel is sleaze, and if we are to have 
that kind of ‘‘entertainment’’ at all in our 


society under the guise of the First 


Amendment, let us have it where it 
properly belongs. 


Garbage belongs in the can. And in the 
case of pornography, it does not belong 
on the family television set, : 

It belongs in one of those Pussycat 
Theatres. Or in the back of an ‘‘adults- 
only’’ bookstore. Or in one of those San 
Diego kultchur-palaces ‘‘just a_ kiss 
away’’ from the Naval Training Center. 


A FREE press is a precious, basic 
freedom guaranteed by the Constitution. 
There isn’t a government anywhere, 
Communist, Marxist or reactionary, that 
would tolerate an independent press, 
secular or religious. 


Let’s not equate our heritage of free 
speech, of noble truth and lofty ideals, 
with a woman masturbating. Hugh 
Heffner is not John Peter Zenger.... 


There’s a battle brewing right now in 
northern San Diego County over the a 
cable company’s intention to include the 
Playboy Channel in its services. How 
much do you want to bet that the 
promoters of pay-pornography in ~ 
Escondido will tell us that the central issue 
is one of ‘“‘free speech,’’ and that 
depriving children of a chance to view 
sexual license is ‘‘censorship.” __ 


Says prayer can counter anti-family values on TV 


By Cindy Liebhart 

WASHINGTON (NC) — Developing 
a deep prayer life and _ receiving 
Communion frequently can give Catholic 
families the strength they need to counter 
the materialistic and anti-family values 
promulgated on television, said Robert 
N. Bellah, professor of sociology and 
comparative studies at the University of 
California in Berkeley. 

Bellah delivered the keynote address at 
a March 15-17 institute on the electronic 
media, popular culture and family life 
sponsored by the U.S.- Catholic 
Conference Department of 
Communication. 


IF A spiritual and sacramental life 


~ ‘*becomes part of the deepest structure’’ 


of people’s personalities, they will be 
better able to ‘‘withstand the pull to 
brokenness and discontinuity”’ that is the 
central element of the mass media, he 
said. 


“‘After a TV mini-series, it doesn’t 
make any difference (in our lives) whether 
we saw it or not. After an Easter Mass, it 
makes a lot of difference,’’ Bellah said. 


Prayer gives people the “‘strength to be 
selective, to turn off the knob...to not be 
afraid of silence,’’ he added. 


ALCALA PARK — The Immaculata 
parish will celebrate its 25th aniversary 
May 5 with a special Mass and dinner- 
dance. Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. 


Chavez will be the principal concelebrant 


of the 5:15 p.m. Mass, to which all former 
Immaculata pastors have been invited. A 
dinner-dance at All Hallows parish center 
will follow. For further information, 
contact the parish office at. 293-3358. 


BUT INDIVIDUAL family efforts to 
counter the influence of television must be 
‘‘nurtured and supported’’ by parishes 
and communities, che said., Bellah 
suggested that parishes need to raise the 
consciousness of people and help them to 
gain a ‘‘critical understanding of the 
messages of the electronic media.”’ 


This can be done by analyzing the form 
and content of TV programs. But, he 
cautioned, this should not be an ‘‘exercise 
in puritanism.”’ 

‘‘Sex and violence are only the tip of 
the iceberg,’’ Bellah said. People need to 
look at ‘‘the whole presentation of life’’ 
on television. 


TWO OF the predominant messages 
on television, he said, are that ‘‘only 
material accumulation makes any sense 
and that no human relationships are 
reliable.”’ 


Bellah said the ‘‘driving forces’’ of 
television, which he. said were personal 
ambition and consumerism, stem from an 
extreme sense of individualism which has 
developed in American culture. While the 
‘ultimate roots’’ of individualism are the 
Christian sense of the dignity and worth 
of every person, the notion has been 
transformed over the years, he said. 


Bellah said that in American society 
today, there is a tendency among many 
people to believe they are responsible only 
to themselves and to no one else. 
Television fosters the ‘‘endless catering to 
our own wishes and desires.”’ 


“THE RELENTLESS background 
hum is the packaged good life,’’ he 
added. — : 


Television does not try ‘‘to inspire'us to 
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thought...to remind us of what it is to be 
human,’’ Bellah said. Rather it tries ‘‘to 
hook us to come back and watch again.”’ 
And through its ‘‘sheer massive weight,’ 
television ‘‘infiltrates our’ consciousness 
far beyond what we are fully aware.”’ 


Only by building strong, prayerful 
families and communities will we be able 


to counter the negative influences of the 
electronic media, he said. Christians need 
to cry out against the worst excesses and 
to call for alternative messages to be 
presented on television. » 


BUT, ‘‘THERE.is much to be done,’’ 


Bellah said. ‘‘We have to persuade our ” 
fellow citizens there is a common cause.”’ 


Polish Church, state clash 


Continued from page 3 : 


charged issue of the removal of crucifixes 
from public buildings, where they have 
been a longtime fixture. 

THE REMOVAL of crosses from a 
state school in Mietno last December 
provoked a long-simmering dispute that 
boiled over on March 7 when students 
occupied the building. : 


The students left after riot police 


threatened to move in, but for several ~ 


days the protesters and thousands of 
sympathizers met in local churches and at 
the national shrine of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa. at the Jasna Gora 
monastery. 


The executive committee of the Polish 
bishops’ conference publicly asked for the 
return of the crucifixes to the classrooms. 


JARUZELSKI SAID. some priests 
‘thave confused the pulpit with the Radio 
Free Europe microphone.”’ 


The Polish leader did not speak directly 
of the crucifix conflict, but he alluded to 
recent Catholic rallies over the issue. 
Jaruzelski said there were 
‘‘misunderstandings and _ frictions, 
especially in the context of the principle of 


separation of church trom state, which is 
constitutionally sanctioned in all the 
modern states in the world.”’ 


Cardinal Glemp, after meeting with the 
executive council of the Polish Bishops 
Conference, came down clearly on the 
side of the protesters but stopped short of 
challenging the legal right of government 
authorities to remove the crucifixes. 


“ARE LAWS right if they wound the 
feelings of a majority?’’ the cardinal 
asked in a sermon March ‘14. 


‘“The Church seeks social order,’’ 
Cardinal Glemp added, ‘‘and that means 
tolerance, which cannot be taught where 
intolerance is displayed towards ‘the cross 
in the, name of secularization.”’ 


About 94 percent of Poland’s 36 
million inhabitants are Catholics. 


THE EXECUTIVE council also 
issued a statement saying: ‘‘Crosses 
should be returned where society 
demands so that rights and demands of 
believers are respected.”’ 

While neither side hid its displeasure 
over the crucifix incidents, however, both 
were careful not to issue ultimatums. 


